
   
 

 If you are golf historian or just like the way the 
old clubs looked, then you are in luck. Hickory 
clubs and tournaments are making a comeback 
in the Pacific Northwest. In fact, there will be the 
Hickory Championship May 24 at Chambers Bay. 
See Page 23 for more.

Hickory golf is making a
comeback in the Northwest

 A player carrying the popular alignment 
rods today was in the middle of a round and 
took out rod to determine if his alignment was 
correct.  He did not use the rod to make the 
swing or in anyway to assist in the making 
of a stroke.  He should be okay.  Yes or No?  
Please see Page 2 of this section.
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Moore without contract
for equipment in 2015
 

Better act quick if you
want U.S. open tickets

golf shows set the dates 
for Pacific Northwest
 Consumer golf shows are on the way 
in the Pacific Northwest.
 • Seattle Golf & Travel Show: Show is 
set for Feb. 27-March 1 at the CenturyLink 
Events Center. Hours are Friday 12-6; 
Saturday 10-5; Sunday 10-4. New is the 
addition of the Seattle bicycle show.
 • Spokane Golf Show: Set for Feb. 
21-22 and will be held at the  Spokane 
Convention Center.
 • Portland Golf Show: Show is set 
for Feb. 20-22 at the Oregon Convention 
Center. Hours are Friday 11-5; Saturday 
9-5; Sunday 9-4.

NW’s top golf instructors have your answers

 Do you need some tuning up for 
your golf game for the 2015 season? 
Then Inside Golf Newspaper and the 
Pacific Northwest’s top golf teachers 
might have your answers this month. 
Inside Golf will help you out with a 
special section on Pacific Northwest 
golf instructors. Golf instructors like 
Gilbert Quitlong of Interbay Golf Center 
in Seattle  (top photo) works with golf-
ers like Ann Fredrickson on her game. 
GolfTEC’s Jordan Cooper and Colin 
Kriner (left) help Rose Schuler get fine 
tuned. See inside for more.

central oregon Shootout
set for April tournament
	 One	of	the	Pacific	Northwest’s	top	team	tour-
naments,	the	Central	Oregon	Shootout,	is	set	for	
April;	24-26	at	a	collection	of	Central	Oregon’s	
top	golf	courses.
	 The	 tournament,	which	 feature	 two-player	
teams,	 features	 three	 different	 days	 of	 play,	
including	better-ball,	scramble	and	chapman.
	 The	three-day	tournament	will	be	held	at	As-
pen	Lakes,	Black	Butte	Ranch	Resort	and	Eagle	
Crest	Resort.	There	will	be	a	welcome	reception	
scheduled	for	April	23	at	Aspen	Lakes.
	 Cost	is	$600	per	team	and	includes	green	fees,	
cart,	lunch,	tee	prizes	and	more.
	 For	 information,	 see	www.aspenlakes.com	
and	hit	 the	 information	button	 for	 the	Central	
Oregon	Shootout.

Huffer, Prugh set
to enter the Pacific
Northwest Section
Hall of Fame in ‘15

 When Ryan Moore successfully de-
fended his CIMB Classic title in November, 
he did so as a full-time TaylorMade staffer 
with the company's woods and wedges in 
the bag. 
 But when Moore played at the Hyun-
dai Tournament of Champions, he did so 
without an equipment contract. Moore, 
who was under contract with TaylorMade 
through the end of 2014, decided to pass 
on signing a new deal with the company.
 Instead of looking elsewhere, Moore 
confirmed he'll play without a full-time 
equipment deal this year. 
 This isn't the first time Moore has played 
on Tour without an equipment contract. 
When he won his first PGA Tour event in 
2009 at the Wyndham Championship, he 
did not have an endorsement deal in place 
other than with Callaway Golf to use the 
company's golf ball. 

	 There	will	be	two	new	members	of	the	Pacific	
Northwest	Section	PGA	Hall	of	Fame	in	2015.
	 Pat	 Huffer,	 PGA	 Head	 Professional	 at	
Crooked	River	Ranch	 and	Steve	Prugh,	 PGA	
Head	Professional	at	Manito	G&CC	have	been	
honored	as	 the	51st	and	52nd	members	of	 the	
Pacific	Northwest	Section	PGA	Hall	of	Fame.			
Founded	in	1981,	the	Pacific	Northwest	Section	
PGA	Hall	 of	Fame	 recognizes	 those	 individu-
als	who	have	distinguished	 themselves	among	
the	professionals	 in	 the	Pacific	Northwest	and	
contributed	to	the	game	of	golf.
	 Pat	Huffer	has	been	 the	PGA	Head	Profes-
sional	at	Crooked	River	Ranch	in	central	Oregon	
since 2006.   Prior to his move to central Oregon, 
Huffer	was	a	fixture	for	25	years	in	Roseburg,	
Oregon,	 first	 at	 Roseburg	Country	Club	 and	
finally	at	Stewart	Park	Golf	Course.	 	 	In	addi-
tion	 to	Huffer’s	 service	 to	 his	 golfers	 he	 has	
consistently	 served	his	 community	 and	 fellow	
PGA	Professionals.				Huffer	spent	over	20	years	
in	the	governance	of	the	Pacific	Northwest	Sec-
tion	and	Oregon	Chapter	serving	on	the	Board	
of	Directors	and	culminating	as	President	of	the	
Pacific	Northwest	Section	in	2007-2008.	

         See Hall of Fame on Page 4

 If you plan on seeing any of the United 
States Open at Chambers Bay this June 
you better act fast, says Danny Sink, the 
Director of the Championship.
 Tickets for the second, third and fourth 
rounds are already sold out and tickets for 
the opening round are starting to run out. 
Since the first of the year, Sink said he has 
seen interest in the tickets for the event 
increase. There are opening round tickets 
left, but they are going fast.
 The U.S. Open is set for June 18-21 at 
Chambers Bay, giving the Pacific North-
west its first U.S. Open Championship.

Salish Cliffs: The
award-winning golf
course gets better
 If it’s award-winning golf in the 
Pacific Northwest you are after, then 
Salish Cliffs just might be your answer. 
The course has won many awards and 
is considered one of the top Indian Ca-
sino golf courses in the country. And 
improved conditions makes it even 
better. See inside for more.
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  Answer:  No.  The use of the rod was a 
breach of Rule 14-3.  Virtually any use of these 
rods during a round is a breach of the Rule.   The 
penalty is disqualification.  It is OK to carry them 
but leave them in the bag.

 
• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien for his 
insight on the rules and the questions and answers.

U.S. Open players will see creative
changes at Chambers Bay for 2015
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The new pot bunker on the 18th hole at Chambers Bay will give the event some “teeth.”

 The clock is ticking as the 2015 United States 
Open closes in at Chambers Bay Golf Course. 
It’s funny to think that land that was once a 
bustling gravel pit, will once be the home to the 
world’s best golfers in June.
 When the course did open in 2008, the 
USGA quickly awarded the 2010 United States 
Amateur and the 2015 United States Open 
to Chambers Bay, that was seven years ago. 
The tournament is just around the corner - and 
Chambers Bay is ready.
 This will be the first U.S. Open played totally 
on fine fescue grass. Almost like a British Open. 
It’s almost like the USGA brought the British 
Open to the U.S. for one year.
 If you have played Chambers Bay in the past 
year or so - you have seen the changes. You 
have seen the rough grown up, you have seen 
the fairway lines brought in. When the grass gets 
going again in the spring, Chambers Bay should 
have a new dynamic look.
 Only a handful of players have seen Cham-
bers Bay up close. Northwest PGA star Ryan 
Moore had a skins game for five years at 
Chambers Bay bringing in Bubba Watson, Aaron 
Baddeley and Ben Crane. They have seen the 
course. 
 Expect to see others fly in and out for a quick 
tour and round at Chambers during the spring. 
Some will spend even more time at Chambers 
getting used to the fescue, mounding and un-
dulated greens. In fact in 2006 at Winged Foot 
Phil Mickelson spend a half day on every green 
getting ready for the U.S. Open. He finished 
second that year.
 Practice just might make perfect at Chambers 
Bay for 2015.
 Plenty of changes have been made at Cham-
bers Bay to get ready for the U.S. Open. New 
greens and tees have been built. Mounds have 
been removed to help spectator viewing areas 
and the rough has been growing up to penalize 

errant tee shots and give the fairways some 
definition.
 But one of the coolest changes was the addi-
tion of the 10-foot-deep pot bunker in the middle 
of the 18th fairway.  The bunker is so steep that 
they had to built stairs just to get down into it and 

hit your shot. There is not much hope at reach-
ing the green from there. “We changed an easy 
finish into one with teeth,” said Larry Gilhuly, the 
Northwest USGA representative. “You’ll either 
hit a hero shot or have to mine your way out.”
 And the other thing about the 18th hole which 
will make this year’s U.S. Open different is that 
it will alternate between being a par-5 and par-4 
with the opening hole. The course will still play 
to a par-70 but both those holes could have 
different looks throughout the four days of the 
tournament.
 If you want to tee it up at Chambers to see 
what it will look like for the 2015 United States 
Open, you need to ask fast. It will close to the 
public at the end of May.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf. He can be 
reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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	 Portland-based	 Jeff	 Sanders	 Promotions,	
which	manages	private	charity	and	PGA	Tour-
sanctioned	professional	golf	events,	including	the	
Portland	WinCo	Foods	Open,	has	been	acquired	
by	 international	 sports	management	 company	
Lagardѐre	Unlimited.
	 Also	known	as	JSP,	the	company	was	founded	
by	former	University	of	Oregon	All-American	
and	PGA	Tour	golfer	Jeff	Sanders	 in	1989.	 	 It	
will	 continue	 to	manage	all	 existing	events	 as	
well	as	develop	additional	events	for	Lagardѐre	
Unlimited.	 	Those	 existing	 events	 include	 the	
Albertsons	Boise	Open	 presented	 by	Kraft	&	
Nabisco,	now	in	its	26th	year,	one	of	only	four	
Web.com	Tour	 events	 still	 running	 from	 the	
Tour’s	inception	in	1990.		The	Albertsons	Boise	
Open	has	generated	over	$17	million	for	charity	 Jeff Sanders’ company has a new name.

Jeff Sanders Promotions acquired by
Lagardere Unlimited; Sanders stays on

over	the	years,	ranking	it	#1	on	the	Web.com	Tour	
in	total	charitable	contributions.	The	Albertsons	
Boise	Open	will	be	played	 July	6-12,	2015	at	
Hillcrest	Country	Club.		
	 JSP	also	manages	the	WinCo	Foods	Portland	
Open	presented	by	Kraft	on	the	Web.com	Tour,	
which	Sanders	and	his	team	launched	this	past	
August.		The	2nd	Annual	WinCo	Foods	Portland	
Open	will	be	played	August	24-30,	2015.		Once	
again,	being	the	final	Regular	Season	event	of	
the	2015	Web.com	Tour,	25	PGA	TOUR	Cards	
will	be	awarded	on	Sunday	to	those	players	who	
finish	the	week	in	the	Top	25	on	the	money	list.		
Both	of	Lagardѐre	Unlimited’s	Web.com	Tour	
events	will	be	televised	on	Golf	Channel.		
	 The	company	has	experience	producing	more	
than	250	events	including	29	events	on	the	PGA	

Tour's	Web.com	Tour,	as	well	as	the	historic	1996	
U.S.	Men's	Amateur	Championship	and	the	1997	
U.S.	Women's	Open,	both	at	Pumpkin	Ridge.
	 Lagardѐre	Unlimited	Golf	is	part	of	the	sports	
and	entertainment	entity	Lagardѐre	Unlimited,	
which	is	part	of	Lagardѐre	Media	SAS,	based	in	
Paris, France.  
	 Lagardѐre	Unlimited,	which	is	based	in	New	
York,	 has	 about	 1,200	 employees.	 	Lagardѐre	
Unlimited	 is	best	known	 in	 the	sports	and	en-
tertainment	world	for	its	representation	of	about	
500	 professional	 athletes,	 including	 football,	
baseball,	and	tennis,	and	several	other	sports	in	
addition	to	golf.		The	golf	division	includes	48	
players	on	the	PGA	Tour,	including	Phil	Mick-
elson,	 Jordan	 Spieth,	Keegan	Bradley,	 Luke	
Donald,	Nick	Watney,	and	Brandt	Snedeker.

´



Mashie	Challenge.
	 •	Sept.	19:	Riverbend	Puget	Sound	Hickory	Ama-
teur	Championship.
	 •	Oct	 3:	 	The	Home	Course	Washington	 State	
Hickory	Open	Championship	 sponsored	 by	 Jones	
Financial
	 More	details	are	available	at:	http://apnation-
algolfclub.com/hickory.

Langdon Farms offers series of
winter golf clinics on Saturday’s
	 Langdon	Farms	Golf	Club	just	south	of	Port-
land is offering a series of winter clinics.
	 The	 clinics	 will	 be	 held	 every	 Saturday	
through	April	25,	2015.	The	clinics	will	be	one	
hour	in	groups	with	a	maximum	of	five	players	
per	session.	The	 lesson	 topics	will	 feature	full	
swing,	 chipping,	 putting,	 course	management	
and	more.	There	will	also	be	a	launch	monitor	
session.	For	information	call	503.678.4653.

Long-time Pacific Northwest 
pro Elwin Fanning passes away
	 Longtime	PGA	pro	Elwin	Fanning	 passed	
away	from	heart	complications.	He	was	69.	Elwin	
was the director of golf and general manager of 
Kayak	Point	GC	 in	Stanwood,	Wash.	 from	 its	
opening	in	1977	through	1998.	
	 Elwin	was	 a	member	 of	 the	 powerhouse	
golf	teams	of	the	University	of	Houston	in	the	
mid-1960s,	winning	 two	 team	NCAA	national	
championships	while	 there.	He	was	 the	 1998	
Pacific	Northwest	Senior	PGA	Champion,	 the	
1966	PNGA	Men’s	Amateur	Champion	and	1968	
Oregon	Amateur	Champion.
	 He	returned	a	great	deal	of	the	money	he	made	
at	Kayak	Point	each	year	to	the	course	through	
expanding	and	updating	the	restaurant,	clubhouse	
and	building	what	is	believed	to	be	the	first	all-
grass	putting	course	in	the	state.	
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	 The	2015	Seattle	Golf	and	Travel	Show	will	
have	a	little	bit	of	everything	for	everyone.
	 The	show	 is	 set	 for	Feb.	27-28-March	1	at	
the	CenturyLink	Field	Events	Center.	The	show	
kicks	off	on	Friday,		Feb.	27	at	noon.
	 Tickets	are	$14	for	adults	with	youths	17	and	
under	getting	in	for	free.
	 Hours	for	the	show	are	Friday	noon-6	p.m.;	
Saturday	10	a.m.	through	5:00	p.m.	and	Sunday	
10	a.m.	through	4:00	p.m.
	 The	show	will	feature	over	200	exhibitors	and	
over	13,000	golfers	are	expected	to	attend.	Also	
part	of	the	show	will	be	travel	booths	and	new	
for	the	event	is	the	Seattle	Bicycle	Show	-	which	
will	involve	another	ticket.
 For information on the show see www.seat-
tlegolfshow.com. 

Riverbend Golf Course sets date
for its annual winter Ball Buster
	 Riverbend	Golf	Course	in	Kent	will	host	its	
annual	winter	Ball	Buster	on	Saturday,	Feb.	17.	
The	event	features	tee	boxes	in	different	positions	
and	the	flagsticks	tucked	on	virtually	every	hole.	
For	information	call	253.854.3673.

Champions Tour’s Boeing Classic
 looking for volunteers for 2015 
 Are	you	ready	to	join	the	dedicated	group	of	
volunteers	whose	time,	energy	and	loyalty	help	
to	make	the	Boeing	Classic	the	best	event	on	the	
Champions	Tour	and	one	of	the	most	anticipated	
events	of	the	summer?	
		 Volunteer	 registration	 for	 the	 2015	Boeing	
Classic	is	right	around	the	corner	and	we	want	
you	to	take	part	in	the	fun.	
	 For	 those	 of	 you	who	 have	 not	 taken	 part	
in	 the	event	before,	as	a	 tournament	volunteer	
you'll	play	an	integral	role	in	staging	the	region's	
premier	golf	event,	experience	the	camaraderie	

Hall of Fame: Huffer,
Prugh elected in 2015

Seattle Golf Show set for CenturyLink Field;
Long-time NW pro Elwin Fanning passes away

of	working	alongside	a	terrific	team,	and	show-
case	 the	 passion	 and	 generosity	 of	 this	 com-
munity.	Plus	-	all	participants	receive	a	fantastic	
package	 including	 apparel,	 admission	 passes,	
lunch	 vouchers	 and	other	 perks	 totaling	more	
than	$300.	See	www.boeingclassic.com.

Washington State Golf Association
sets dates for 2015 Winter Series
	 The	Washington	State	Golf	Association	has	
set	 the	 dates	 and	 courses	 for	 its	 2015	Winter	
Series.	The	series	will	feature	four	events	in	dif-
ferent	parts	of	the	state	of	Washington.
	 The	2015	Winter	Series	kicked	off	in	January.	
On	Feb.	20	the	Winter	Series	will	be	held	at	the	
RMG	Club	 at	Oakbrook	 in	Lakewood	with	 a	
2-person	scramble.	On	March	27	the	series	goes	
to	The	Cedars	at	Dungeness	in	Sequim	with	an	
individual	stroke	play	event.	The	series	finishes	
on	April	10	at	Wine	Valley	in	Walla	Walla.	
 See www.thewsga.org for more info.

Hickory tournament offers one final
chance to play Chambers before Open
	 If	you	like	hickory	golf,	then	there	are	some	
events	coming	up	in	the	area	that	will	give	you	
a chance for some golf nostalgia.
	 The	AP	National	Golf	Club	 is	putting	on	a	
series	of	events,	headlined	by	its	Chambers	Bay	
Hickory	Championship	May	 24,	 2015	 -	 held	
right	before	the	course	closes	for	the	2015	United	
States	Open.
 •	Feb.	8:	Glen	Acres	Country	Club	Jim	Barnes	Cup.
	 •	March	TBA:	Jefferson	Park	Seattle	Old	Sticks	
Hickory	Classic	(Centennial).
	 •	May	 2:	Meadow	 Park	 3rd	Annual	Vintage	
Hickory	Invitational	(Centennial)
	 •	May	23-24:	Chambers	Bay	“The	Open	before	The	
Open”	Chambers	Bay	Hickory	Open	Championship	
sponsored	by	Michelob	Ultra
	 •	 July	TBA:	West	Seattle	Golf	Course	Crooked	

 Continued from Page 1
	 At	Crooked	River,	Huffer	is	instrumental	
in	 the	Central	Oregon	Golf	Forum	which	
connects	 industry	 stakeholders	 enhancing	
the	golf	experiences	available	in	the	region.			
Under	Huffer’s	 leadership	 the	Central	Or-
egon	Golf	Trail	was	formed	to	market	central	
Oregon as a golf destination.
		 Huffer	 has	 been	 honored	 by	 his	 peers	
on	numerous	occasions	including	receiving	
the	Bill	Strausbaugh	Award	6	times	for	his	
service	to	his	fellow	professionals	in	the	area	
of	employment.			A	fixture	on	the	National	
PGA	scene,	Huffer	 served	on	 the	PGA	of	
America	Employment	Committee.
	 Huffer	is	a	graduate	of	Lake	Chelan	High	
School	and	 the	University	of	Washington,	
playing	on	the	golf	teams	at	both	schools.	
	 Steve	Prugh	has	served	his	entire	36	year	
career	at	Manito	Golf	and	Country	Club	in	
Spokane,	Washington.				Prugh’s	first	three	
years	were	under	the	mentorship	of	Pacific	
Northwest	Section	Hall	of	Fame	member	Jim	
Shriver	and	the	last	33	years	as	PGA	Head	
Professional.		Prugh	is	recognized	as	a	well-
rounded	professional,	skilled	in	all	facets	of	
the	game.			Prugh	has	been	honored	by	the	
Pacific	Northwest	Section	as	Teacher	of	the	
Year,	Junior	Golf	Leader	and	Golf	Profes-
sional of the Year.   
	 As		a	player,	Prugh	played	for	the	Univer-
sity	of	Oregon	before	turning	professional			
His	record	as	a	professional	is	impressive.		
Prugh	has	played	on	4	Hudson	Cup	teams,	
5	Senior	Hudson	Cup	teams,	played	in	the	
2006	US	Senior	Open,	and	has	competed	in	5	
PGA	Professional	National	Championships.
	 Like	Huffer,	Prugh	has	a	long	history	of	
serving	his	 fellow	PGA	Professionals.	 	 	A	
long	 serving	member	of	 the	Board	of	Di-
rectors	Prugh	 served	as	Pacific	Northwest	
Section	President	from	2011-2012.		
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Tour Players with Northwest ties

did you know….
 • When a golfer belongs to more than one WSGA 
member club, he or she is eligible to receive a “multi-member 
rebate” on their annual dues. 
So if you are a member at one 
club, and then decide to joining 
another, or a third, you get some 
good multi-member discounts for 
joining up. See the wsga.org for 
more information on the multi-
member discount.

 • The Oregon Golf Association put its 2015 ExploreO-
regonGolf Passport 
on sale last month. 
The Passport will 
cost $129 or $179 
if golfers want an 
OGA membership[ 
and handicap as well. The Passport will features courses 
throughout Oregon and offer green fee and cart discounts 
at reduced prices. See www.oga.org for more information 
on the Passport.

	 Following	a	year	filled	with	record-breaking	
performances,	the	Champions	Tour	announced	
the	tournament	schedule	for	the	2015	Champions	
Tour	season.
	 The	most	notable	changes	for	the	2015	sched-
ule	are	the	introduction	of	the	Tucson	Conquis-
tadores	Classic	(March	16-22)	at	Omni	Tucson	
National	Resort	Catalina	Course	and	the	Pacific	
Links	China	Championship	(Sept.	14-20)	relo-
cating	to	Tianjin,	China.	The	27	Club,	a	Pacific	
Links	property,	will	host	the	event	on	a	course	
developed	 by	 27	major	 champions,	 including	
Champions	Tour	professionals	Mark	O’Meara,	
Fred	Couples	and	Tom	Watson.	Each	professional	
designed their favorite elements into each hole 
to	reflect	the	unique	character	of	their	individual	
games.
	 The	 2015	Boeing	Classic	 at	 the	TPC	Sno-
qualmie	Ridge	is	set	for	Aug.	21-23.
	 The	2015	schedule	features	26	tournaments	
in	 three	countries	outside	of	 the	United	States	
(Canada,	England	and	China)	and	17	different	
states	for	a	total	purse	of	more	than	$53	million.	
Of	the	26	tournaments,	exactly	half	feature	total	
purses	of	more	than	$2	million.
	 The	Pacific	Northwest	will	be	well	represent-
ed	on	the	Champions	Tour.	Semiahmoo	Director	
of	Instruction	Jeff	Coston	earned	a	spot	on	this	
year’s	tour	and	will	be	joined	by	Fred	Couples,	
Rick	Fehr,	Bob	Gilder,	Brian	Henninger,	Peter	
Jacobsen	and	Kirk	Triplett.
	 The	official	 2015	 season	began	on	 the	Big	
Island	 of	Hawaii	 at	 the	Mitsubishi	 Electric	
Championship	at	Hualalai	(Jan.	19-25),	where	the	
Champions	Tour’s	version	of	the	Tournament	of	
Champions	will	feature	recent	tournament	win-
ners	and	other	notable	players.	The	first	full-field	
event,	the	Allianz	Championship,	will	be	played	
in	Boca	Raton,	Fla.	the	week	of	Feb.	2-8.

Champions Tour will have plenty 
of Pacific Northwest flavor in 2015;
Boeing Classic set for Aug. 21-23

	 Several	date	changes	for	established	tourna-
ments	 also	 impact	 the	 2015	Champions	Tour	
schedule.	The	Toshiba	Classic,	 traditionally	
contested	 in	March,	moves	 to	 the	penultimate	
event	of	the	season	(Oct.	26-Nov.	1).	The	Bass	
Pro	Shops	Legends	of	Golf	at	Big	Cedar	Lodge	
(April	 20-26)	 returns	 to	 its	 original	 date	 after	
being	 played	 in	 early	 June	 in	 2014.	The	 two	
Canadian	 tournaments,	 played	 in	 consecutive	
weeks	in	2014,	are	now	separated	by	one	month	
with	the	Shaw	Charity	Classic	(Aug,	3-9)	moving	
two	weeks	earlier	and	the	Quebec	Championship	
to	be	played	the	first	week	of	September	(Aug.	
31-Sept.	6).
	 The	Champions	Tour	also	returns	to	the	Bos-
ton	area	 for	 the	first	 time	 since	2008	with	 the	
Constellation	Senior	Players	Championship.

Jeff Coston will play on the Champions Tour.

PgA Tour
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 159th on the list with $58,000
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 191st on thelist with $26,768
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 38th on the list with $433,334
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No events
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • No events
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 6th on the list with $1,408,500
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 172nd on the list with $45,633
 • Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 90th on the list with $179,158
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  100th on the list with $167,497
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 182nd on the list with $38,675
 •  Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 17th on the list with $826,031
web.com Tour
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No events.
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No events.
`champions Tour
  • Jeff Coston • Blaine • No events
 • Fred Couples • Seattle • 3rd on the list with $133,000
 • Rick Fehr • Seattle • No events
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • No events
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • No events
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 28th on the list with $15,750
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 11th on the list with $42,750
lPgA Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No events
 • Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No events
 • Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
lPgA Symetra Tour
 • Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
 • Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • No events
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No events
 • Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events
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Salish Cliffs in Shelton, Wash. is one of the top-rated Indian casino golf courses in the country.

Destination: 
Salish Cliffs
Award-winning	course	has	plenty	to	offer
including	terrific	layout	and	Little	Creek

Salish Cliffs is located in Shelton, Wash.

	 If	you	are	looking	for	the	perfect	spring	golf	
trip,	Salish	Cliffs	Golf	Club	in	Shelton,	Wash.	
just	might	be	your	answer.	The	course,	part	of	
the	Little	Creek	Casino,	is	not	only	one	of	the	top	
courses	in	the	Pacific	Northwest,	but	also	one	of	
the	best	Indian	Casino	courses	in	the	country.
 Salish Cliffs, located in Shelton, Wash. near 
Olympia,	has	been	an	award	winner	since	open-
ing	for	play	in	2011.	
	 Designer	Gene	Bates	 has	 created	 a	 terrific	
layout	for	the	Squaxin	Island	Tribe,	which	owns	
and	operates	the	golf	course	along	with	its	Little	
Creek	Casino.	
	 Salish	Cliffs	 has	 again	 been	 honored	 by	 a	
national	publication,	earning	the	No.	3	spot	on	
GolfWeek’s	2014	“America’s	Best	Courses	You	
Can	Play”	in	Washington.
	 And	if	you	need	another	reason	to	check	out	
Salish	Cliffs,	the	improved	drainage	just	might	
be	it.	Superintendent	Bob	Pearsall	and	his	staff	
installed over two miles of additional drainage 
last	winter	and	the	additional	drainage	has	pro-
vided	drier	conditions	throughout	the	course	and	
increased	spring	and	fall	topdressings	should	help	
even more.
 GolfWeek	annually	sends	hundreds	of	“Amer-
ica’s	Best”	 raters	 to	 review	 courses	 based	 on	
strength	of	routing,	natural	setting,	conditioning,	
feature	shaping,	greens,	variety	and	memorability	
of	 holes,	maintenance	 and	 landscape	manage-
ment.	The	new	ranking	is	the	latest	of	numerous	

accolades	Salish	Cliffs	has	secured	since	opening	
in	2011.		Other	amenities	at	the	resort	include	a	
newly	remodeled	casino	floor	that	boasts	5,500	
square	feet	of	non-smoking	space	with	the	latest	
slots	and	 table	games,	 the	 luxury	Seven	Inlets	
Spa,	a	state-of-the-art	RV	Park	and	the	popular	
Skookum	Spirit	Cigar	and	Wine	Lounge.	
	 For	more	 information,	 see	 the	web	 site	 at	
www.salish-cliffs.com.



Meridian Valley Country Club
Brian Thornton –	PGA	Professional
Playing Experience
2014,	2007	PNW	PGA	Section	Champion
2012	Oregon	Open	Champion
2010	Northwest	Open	Champion
2009	Washington	Open
2005,	2004	PNW	PGA	Section	Assistant’s	Champion
2012,	2010,	2009,	2007	Western	Washington	Chapter	PGA	Champion
2012,	2011,	2008,	2007	Western	Washington	Chapter	PGA	Player	of	
the Year
2014,	2013,	2012,	2011,	2010,	2009,	2008,	2007,	2006	Hudson	Cup	
Team	Member

 Teaching Experience
2011	Teacher	of	the	Year-Western	Washington	Chapter	PGA
PGA	Teaching	Professional	at	Meridian	Valley	Country	Club	2006	–	present
16	years	of	teaching	experience	with	over	10,000	lessons	given
Lesson Rates:
Adults	(18	years	and	older):	$80/hr,	Series	of	5	for	the	price	of	4	($320)
Juniors:		$50/hr,	Series	of	5	for	price	of	4	($200)
Call	pro	shop	for	Junior	Clinics	scheduled	for	2015	
Call	the	MVCC	Pro	Shop	for	more	Information	253-631-3133	–	Brian@meridianvalleycc.com
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 Don’t start the 2015 golf season with the same old problems. What 
better way to start the season than with a better golf game. 
 Information you take away from a professional instructor will stay 
with you for a lifetime and the rewards you will gain are priceless.
 Golf lessons are the best investment you can make for your game, 
no matter what your experience level. Learning the fundamentals is 
vitally important for everyone and especially important for beginners. 
The more advanced players might need that little tweak that the video 
lesson can provide. Playing lessons can incorporate some fast-track 

fixes for all parts of your game. 
Whatever your needs, you will 
benefit from taking quality les-
sons from an experienced profes-
sional instructor. Never before 
have golf instructors been so 
equipped with technology as they 
are today. 

Plan to take lessons this year? You’ll want 
to pull out this 8-page section and save it 

Inside golf’s annual list of golf instructors in your area

PGA Professional Jeff Coston giving a lesson at his teaching academy at Semiahmoo Resort.

The Northwest’s Best golf Teachers

Find a golf instructor that best fits your personal goals
Glendoveer Golf Course 

Dennis Dolin – PGA	Class	“A”	Member/Director	of	
Instruction	&	Player	Development	–	503-348-0676
Dennis	started	his	career	in	the	golf	business	in	1993	at	Waverley	
Country	Club	in	Portland.	After	leaving	Waverley	in	2006	he	held	
positions	as	Head	and	Assistant	golf	professional	at	3	other	facilities	
in	Oregon.	Prior	to	his	position	at	Glendoveer,	he	spent	2	years	
working	for	Bridgestone	Golf	traveling	the	Pacific	Northwest	on	
their	Ball	Fit	Team.	
At	Glendoveer	he	is	working	towards	making	existing	golfers	better	
by	doing	more	than	just	teaching	them	the	golf	swing.	He	is	giving	
many	private	and	group	lessons	focusing	on	all	aspects	of	the	short	

game	(chipping,	putting,	bunker	play)	as	well	as	on	course	instruction	to	help	his	students	with	
course	management	and	the	mental	approach	to	golf.	
Dennis	is	bringing	many	new	players	to	the	game	through	programs	like	PGA	Get	Golf	Ready	
and	a	Ladies	group	practice	session	weekly	on	Wednesday	evenings.	
His	real	passion	is	Junior	Golf.	He	won	the	Oregon	PGA	Junior	Golf	Leadership	Award	in	2006.	
Dennis	is	an	instructor	for	The	First	Tee	program.	He	also	conducts	many	children’s	camps	and	
clinics	as	well	as	teaching	several	high	school	and	college	golfers.	He	is	planning	on	coaching	a	
PGA	Junior	League	Team	this	coming	summer.	
Dennis	believes	you	need	to	learn	and	practice	the	fundamentals	to	be	a	better	golfer,	but	most	
importantly	you	need	to	have	fun	

Echo Falls Golf Club, Snohomish
Brian Flugstad –	The	Brian	Flugstad	Golf	Academy
Brian	Flugstad-The	Brian	Flugstad	Golf	Academy
Brian	grew	up	playing	golf	locally	at	Inglewood	Golf	Club	in	
Kenmore.		After	establishing	himself	as	a	top	ranked	amateur,	he	
went	on	to	play	collegiate	golf	at	Washington	State	University	and	
Western	Washington	University	where	he	earned	All-American	
Honors.		After	college,	he	played	professionally	for	eight	years,	
including	6	years	on	the	Canadian	Tour.		It	was	during	this	time	that	
he	worked	with	some	of	the	top	instructors	in	the	country	such	as	
Chuck	Cook.		All	of	these	experiences	helped	shape	his	teaching	
philosophy,	“There	is	no	universal	way	to	swing	the	golf	club”.		
Brian	prides	himself	on	working	with	each	individual	student	to	
identify	the	areas	of	their	game	that	need	improvement,	formulate	

a	game	plan	and	achieve	their	goals.		His	ability	to	work	with	the	full	spectrum	of	players,	from	
beginner	to	advanced,	is	truly	unique.		Regardless	of	whether	you	have	been	playing	golf	your	
entire	life	or	have	never	picked	up	a	club,	Brian	will	help	you	learn	to	love	the	game	of	golf	as	
much	as	he	does!
The	Brian	Flugstad	Golf	Academy	is	located	at	Inglewood	Golf	Club	in	Kenmore,	WA.		This	
location	is	open	to	all	students.		
For	More	Information	or	to	Book	a	Lesson	Please	Visit:		www.brianflugstad.com

We’ve put together a group 
of golf teacher listings from 
around the Northwest.

GolfTEC’s Jordan Cooper gives  a lesson to Rose 
Schuler using the latest in high-tech equipment.

FUNdaMental Golf & Learning Center, Oregon City, Ore.
Shanda Imlay	–	PGA	Head	Professional
Shanda	 Imlay,	 co-owner	 and	 PGA	Head	 Professional	was	 recently	
awarded	the	OGA	Golf	Professional	of	the	Year	for	2014.	She	has	well	
over	30	years	of	experience	in	teaching	all	levels	of	players.	These	in-
clude:	PGA	and	LPGA	professionals,	Collegiate	players,	coaching	the	
Girl’s	Junior	America	Cup,	along	with	coaching	the	Cleveland	Girl’s	
Golf	Team	for	the	last	three	years.	
I	believe	that	everyone,	regardless	of	age,	or	physical	ability,	can	learn	
to	play	golf.		I	have	developed	a	“three	element”	program	that	is	easy	
to	understand	and	effective.		I	help	the	player	identify	his	or	her	golf	
skills	to	play	their	best	based	on	physical	abilities.		The	instruction	is	
Fine-tuned	to	the	person,	rather	than	a	teaching	methodology.

My	primary	goal	is	to	bring	FUN	into	playing	the	game	of	golf.		I	use	the	latest	best	visual	teaching	
aid,	V1	Swing	Analysis	Software.		Something	new	for	2013	the	Swing	Smart	Golf	Analyzer.		More	
than	mechanics	FUNdaMental	Golf		helps	the	golfer	develop	a	CORE	golf	swing	through	timing,	
tempo,	rhythm	and	balance.
If	you	are	interested	in	learning	to	play	the	game,	improving	your	golf	skills	or	bringing	FUN	back	
into	your	game,	check	out	my	web	page	fundamentalgolf.net	or	call	503.632.3986.		I	look	forward	
to	talking	with	you,		Shanda	Imlay,	PGA



Ron Hanson	–	PGA		Professional
WWC	PGA	Teacher	of		the	Year	2007
Golf Range Magazine’s	Top	50	Golf	Instructors	in	America	2009,	2011
Ron	came	to	Interbay	1999	having	been	the	Head	Professional	at	
Fairwood	Golf	 and	 Country	 Club	 for	 seven	 years.	 He	 became	 a	
Class	“A”	PGA	Professional	in	1990.	He	has	worked	successfully	
with	several	satellite	tour	players,	top	adult	and	junior	amateur	play-
ers	and	countless	golfers	who	wished	to	improve	their	golf	games.
			Ron	was	the	featured	instructor	on	the	Golf	Channel’s	Golf	Make-
over	Episode	“No	Laughing	Matter”.	He	released	his	first	instruc-
tional	DVD,	“Golf	in	Balance”	in	2005.	He	has	been	the	featured	
instructor	at	numerous	golf	shows.	In	2007,	Ron	was	named	by	his	

fellow	golf	professionals	“Teacher	of	the	Year”	for		WWC	PGA	and	in	2009	&	2011	Golf Range 
Magazine’s	Top	50	Golf	Instructors	in	America.	Ron	has	an	innate	ability	to	present	vivid	and	
understandable	examples	that	enable	students	of	all	levels	to	understand	and	duplicate	the	me-
chanics	of	the	golf	swing.	His	patience	and	demeanor	allow	his	students	to	feel	comfortable	and	
at	ease	in	their	golf	experience.	Ron	looks	forward	to	helping	you	with	your	golf	game.	
Phone:	(206)	838-4549	rhanson@premiergc.com

Peter A. Dixon – PGA	Professional
	Jimmy	Ballard	Certified	Teaching	Professional	
Pete	 is	 a	Class	A	Member	of	 the	PGA	since	1991	with	35	Years	
Experience.		He	has	given	more	than	35,000	golf	lessons,	a	number	
that	ranks	among	the	very	top	of	PGA	Teaching	Professionals.		Pete	
will	help	you	learn	the	proven	fundamentals	of	the	golf	swing.		In	
1999	and	in	2001,	Pete’s	teaching	career	was	enhanced	after	working	
with	Jimmy	Ballard,	one	of	America’s	top	five	golf	instructors.		He	
spent	two	weeks	working	with	Jimmy.		Since	that	time	Pete	has	not	
wavered	in	the	concepts	that	he	teaches.
Pete	has	taught	juniors	and	adults	of	all	ages.		He	has	spent	more	
than	2,150	hours	teaching	juniors	at	Interbay.		In	2012,	Pete	was	one	

of	three	finalists	chosen	by	the	WWCPGA	Board	of	Directors	to	receive	the	Junior	Teacher	of	
the	Year	Award.		To	this	day	Pete	continues	to	compete	successfully	in	PNWPGA	tournaments.		
Pete	works	hard	and	takes	his	work	seriously.		Teaching	is	a	passion	for	him	and	he	enjoys	it	im-
mensely.		If	you	are	serious	about	learning	golf	and	improving	your	skills,	Pete	is	a	great	choice	
as	an	instructor.		Scheduling	is	easy.		Please	e-mail	to:		pdixon@premiergc.com	or	call	(206)	838-
4549.		You	can	now	schedule	online.		Premiergc.com/Interbay/Instruction/”Schedule	Lesson”.	

Gilbert Quitlong –  PGA	Apprentice
Gilbert	picked	up	his	first	golf	club	at	 a	very	young	age	and	has	
since	built	 a	passion	not	only	 for	 the	game	but	 also	 teaching	 the	
game	to	others.	In	high	school,	Gilbert	had	his	first	 taste	of	help-
ing	others	with	their	golf	swings	serving	as	a	student	assistant	golf	
coach	for	the	girl’s	high	school	golf	team.
Gilbert’s	passion	and	devotion	toward	golf	went	into	full	swing	in	
2002	when	he	entered	the	golf	industry	at	Southcenter	Golf	where	
he	gained	valuable	knowledge	of	the	golf	swing	from	several	PGA	
Professionals	and	started	 the	process	of	becoming	a	PGA	Profes-
sional.	Gilbert	has	not	lost	sight	of	his	passion	of	teaching.	Gilbert	
founded	AWM	Golf	Foundation,	 a	nonprofit	golf	 foundation	 that	

focuses	on	teaching	adult	women	and	minorities	the	game	of	golf.
Golf	has	been	an	integral	part	of	his	life	gaining	experience	in	both	competitive	golf	and	teaching	
golf	over	the	years,	Gilbert	has	fostered	the	understanding	and	passion	in	helping	others	reach	
their	golfing	potential.
You	can	contact	Gilbert	at:	gquitlong@premiergc.com

Ken Overby	–	PGA	Professional
Ken	brings	a	broad	background	of	teaching	experience	from	South	
Florida	where	 he	 developed	 a	 love	 for	 the	 game	 at	 an	 early	 age.		
His	 strong	 interest	 in	 growing	 the	 game	 led	 him	 to	 create	 an	 in-
structional	approach	that	works	with	students	of	all	ages	and	skill	
levels.		Ken	is	a	member	of	the	PGA	of	America	and	a	graduate	of	
the	PGA’s	Professional	Golf	Management	program.		He	is	a	Titleist	
Performance	Institute	Certified	Golf	Fitness	Instructor	Level	1	and	
Junior	Coach	Level	2.
Ken’s	teaching	philosophy	is	based	on	Fundamentals,	Fitness,	and	
Fun!			Focusing	on	strong	fundamentals,	adjusted	to	meet	each	indi-
vidual’s	objectives	and	physical	abilities,	can	yield	positive	results.			

The	goal	is	to	build	a	simplified,	efficient	swinging	motion.		Taking	that	ability	to	the	golf	course	
allows	you	to	play	with	more	confidence,	increases	your	level	of	personal	satisfaction,	and	most	
importantly....increases	 the	FUN!	Ken’s	passion	 for	 the	game	 is	obvious	 in	his	 teaching.	 	His	
contagious	enthusiasm	helps	make	people	feel	comfortable	and	enhances	the	learning	experience.	
To	make	a	lesson	appointment,	phone:	(206)	838-4549	koverby@premiergc.com		or	keno@pga.
com.

PrEMiEr GOLF CENtErS 
Bellevue Golf Course

Steve Wayne Wozeniak – PGA	Director	of	Instruction		
425-452-7250-bellevuepgc.com
Steve	is	the	only	instructor	in	the	Pacific	Northwest	that	has	taught	
winners	on	all	four	of	the	major	Tours.	The	PGA,	LPGA,	Champi-
ons	and	Nationwide.	He	consistently	is	working	with	the	best	Junior	
and	amateur	golfers	in	the	state.	He	quickly	turns	any	level	of	golfer	
into	Masters	 of	 their	 own	 swings,	with	 easy	 to	 understand	 sound	
fundamentals.	See	how	easy	the	golf	swing	can	be,	“If	you	are	not	
being	 video-taped	 you	 are	 not	 learning.”	 Call	 for	 specific	 lesson	
prices.	Discounts	available	for	groups	or	muti-lesson	packages.	For	
more	 information	or	 to	 book	 a	 lesson,	 call	 425-452-7250	or	 visit	
www.premiergc.com.

Matt Anderson  – Teaching Professional 
425-452-7250	-	bellevuepgc.com
Matt	Anderson	 has	 been	 a	 professional	 at	 Bellevue	Golf	 Course	
since	2002.	 	As	a	PGA	apprentice	with	over	10	years	of	teaching	
experience	and	a	unique	outlook	on	the	game	of	golf,	Matt	can	help	
better	your	game	regardless	of	your	skill	level.		Matt	understands	
that	not	every	golfer	is	the	same,	we	all	move,	learn,	and	feel	things	
differently.	It’s	this	understanding	paired	with	years	of	acquired	golf	
knowledge	that	will	allow	Matt	to	help	you	become	a	better	golfer.	
For	more	information	or	to	book	a	lesson,	call	425-452-7250	or	visit	
www.premiergc.com.

Kenney Choi – Teaching Professional 
425-452-7250		bellevuepgc.com
Kenney	has	been	playing	golf	for	more	than	35	years.	As	an	Instruc-
tor,	Kenney	has	been	 teaching	 the	“Ben	Hogan’s	 fundamentals	of	
golf”	swing.	Kenney	also	 teaches	golf	 rules,	etiquette,	and	course	
management.	 Kenney	 has	 been	 involved	 with	 golf	 tournaments	
such	as	the	US	OPEN,	US	SENIOR	OPEN	and	PEBBLE	BEACH	
PRO-AM	as	a	volunteer.	Kenney	has	been	an	assistant	coach	at	‘The	
First	Tee’	program	and	the	Sammamish	high	school	boys	and	girls	
golf	team.	Kenney	came	from	Seoul,	Korea	in	1971.	He	graduated	
YS	University	in	Seoul,	Korea	and	DIT	in	Chicago,	Ill.	He	is	able	
to	communicate	in	Korean	and	English.	Lessons	start	at	$45	per	½	

hour	and	include	balls,	video	and	all	equipment.	Discounts	available	for	groups	or	muti-lesson	
packages.	

Fred Mabbott - Teaching Professional 
425-452-7250		bellevuepgc.com
Fred	has	been	an	assistant	golf	professional	at	Bellevue	Golf	Course	
since	2000.	Before	becoming	a	golf	professional,	Fred	spent	over	
30	years	 as	 a	 high	 school	English	 teacher.	For	 the	 past	 20	years,	
he	has	been	coaching	both	the	boys’	and	girls’	golf	teams	at	Lake	
Washington	High	School.	 Fred	 provides	 lessons	 to	 people	with	 a	
wide	range	of	golfing	experience:	Those	who	are	new	to	the	game,	
and	those	who	have	been	around	the	game	for	many	years.	Lessons	
start	at	$45	per	½	hour	and	include	balls,	video	and	all	equipment.	
Discounts	available	for	groups	or	muti-lesson	packages.
For	more	information	or	to	book	a	lesson,	call	425-452-7250	or	visit	
www.premiergc.com.

Patrick Vaughan –	Instructor/Leagues		
425-452-7250	bellevuepgc.com
Patrick	has	been	a	teacher	for	over	40	years.	After	graduating	from	
the	 University	 of	Washington	 with	 a	 Masters	 degree	 in	 Physical	
Education,	he	taught	at	the	High	School	level	and	coached	various	
varsity	sports	including	the	boys’	and	girls’	golf	teams.	He	became	a	
golf	teaching	professional	in	1994	and	has	worked	as	an	Instructor	at	
Bellevue	Golf	Course	for	the	past	12	years,	working	primarily	with	
the	beginning	to	intermediate	level	player.	His	teaching	methods	in-
clude	drills	that	help	develop	the	golf	swing.	He	has	great	communi-
cation	skills	and	the	belief	that	golf	lessons	should	be	fun	and	result	
in	a	person	learning	to	love	the	game.
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Cheryl Mahan – Teaching Professional 
425-452-7250	bellevuepgc.com
Cheryl	promotes	learning	the	game	of	golf	through	solid	fundamen-
tals,	building	on	each	individual’s	natural	athletic	skills.	Similar	to	
the	teaching	methods	taught	by	PGA	Golf	Professional	Steve	Woze-
niak,	she	will	show	you	how	to	reach	your	potential	with	positive	
actions	rather	than	tired	restrictions	like	“keep	your	head	down”	and	
“left	arm	straight.”	She	encourages	her	students	to	find	aspects	of	
the	game	 that	 they	can	succeed	at	 to	help	 them	master	new	 tech-
niques	and	confidently	apply	them	to	their	golf	game.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Patti Marquis	–	PGA/LPGA	Professional	
-	PGA	Professional	24	years
-	LPGA	Professional	33	years
-	2004	Pacific	Northwest	PGA	Teacher	of	the	Year
-	2001	/	2010	LPGA	Western	Section	Teacher	of	the	Year
-	2006	/	2012	LPGA	Western	Section	Professional	of	the	Year
-	2001	PGA	Inland	Empire	Teacher	of	the	Year
-	Golf	Digest	top	50	women	instructors	in	the	country	since	2006
University	 of	 Washington	 /	 University	 of	 Alaska	 Graduate	 -	 1st	
women	 to	 receive	 an	 athletic	 scholarship	 to	 the	 University	 of	
Washington.	Captain	of	 the	boy's	golf	 team	at	Kent	Meridian	High	
School.	Patti	 is	a	very	welcomed	addition	to	our	teaching	staff	and	

looks	forward	to	improving	your	golf	game.	
Contact	Patti	for	a	lesson	at	(206)838-4549	or	pmarquis@premiergc.com.	

PrEMiEr GOLF CENtErS
Interbay, Seattle

Whether you are a beginning golfer or a golf professional, we have a course 
to suit your needs. Visit ‘premiergc.com for links to the individual courses 
for rates, hours, course descriptions and events. 
See our ad in this issue for specials at all of our golf courses.
Also available on line at ‘premiergc.com.

Eric Driessen	-	PGA	Professional,	Director	of	Instruction
Eric's	desire	 to	 teach	 the	game	of	golf	was	 inspired	by	a	member	
at	 his	 local	 country	 club	 who	 gave	 him	 a	 copy	 of	 Hogan's	 5	
Fundamentals	at	the	age	of	10.	Since	then,	Eric	has	spent	35	years	
teaching	 the	game	of	golf	 to	players	of	all	 levels	and	abilities.	 In	
1995	Eric	opened	The	Seattle	Golf	Zone,	one	of	 the	original	golf	
video	 learning	 studios	 in	 the	 country.	 For	 nearly	 13	 years,	 Eric	
taught	over	25,000	video	lessons	and	created	1,000's	of	players	who	
have	exceeded	their	dreams	and	goals	of	learning	to	play	the	game	
of golf.  
Eric	 is	 devoted	 to	helping	people	 enjoy	 the	game	of	golf	 at	 their	
desired	 level.	Customer	service	and	 relationship	building	are	also	

very	important	to	him	and	his	teaching	philosophies.	To	book	an	appointment	with	Eric,	call	
(206)	838-4549	or	email	edriessen@premiergc.com.	

lagardere



Professional golfers take lessons...you should too!

PrEMiEr GOLF CENtErS 
Legion Memorial, Everett

Shayne Day –	Golf	Professional	
425-259-4653		ext	4	–	sday@premiergc.com	
Shayne	Day	has	been	working	 in	 the	golf	 industry	 for	over	12	
years	beginning	at	Newcastle,	Echo	Falls	and	then	for	a	year	with	
Elite	Golf	Cruises,	where	he	gave	golf	instruction	on	ships	and	all	
over	the	Caribbean	Islands.		The	past	5	years	Shayne	has	been	the	
Golf	Professional	and	 lead	 instructor	at	Legion	Memorial	Golf	
Course.	
His	 teaching	 philosophy	 is	 to	 breakdown	 the	 swing	 into	 parts.	
He	likes	to	work	on	one	aspect	of	the	swing	at	a	time	and	teach	
the	student	with	visual	aids	as	well	as	training	aids.		Shayne	also	
uses	video	swing	analysis	to	breakdown	the	swing	and	you	can	

see	your	swing	compared	side	by	side	with	the	top	players	in	the	world	on	the	video	program.	
His	patience,	leadership	and	customer	service	skills	will	make	for	a	great	lesson	experience	
for	the	student.	By	the	way,	for	you	left	handed	golfers,	Shayne	is	also	a	lefty.		Please	call	
425-259-4653	ext	4	to	schedule	a	golf	lesson.

Walter Hall, Everett
Zachary Cowan	–		Head	Golf	Professional	
Zac	 has	 been	 teaching	 since	 2009	 in	 the	 Everett	 area	 with	
experience	 in	 junior	 and	 ladies	 clinics	 as	 well	 as	 individual	
lessons.	 He	 started	 at	 Legion	 Memorial	 Golf	 Course	 as	 an	
assistant	 professional	 and	 became	 the	 Head	 Golf	 Professional	
at	Walter	Hall	Golf	Course	 in	 January	 of	 2012.	Zac	was	 born	
and	 raised	 in	 Soldotna,	Alaska	 and	 is	 a	 graduate	 of	 the	 PGA	
Professional	Golf	Management	program	from	New	Mexico	State	
University.	 His	 teaching	 philosophy	 is	 that	 everybody	 learns	
differently,	and	he	strives	to	find	each	individual’s	learning	style	
to	best	 teach	 the	game	of	golf.	 In	 lessons,	Zac	uses	on	 course	
experience	as	well	as	driving	range	and	video	sessions	to	teach.

Please	call	425-353-4653	for	scheduling.
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Columbia Super range, Everett, WA
Kevin Mackay	–	PGA	Class	“A”	Professional
Kevin	has	over	30	years	of	teaching	experience.	He	has	been	a	PGA	
Class	“A”	member	since	1987.	His	career	started	in	1981	at	the	Uni-
versity	of	Montana	where	he	earned	a	degree	in	Business	Adminis-
tration,	he	spent	several	years	teaching	in	California	and	has	been	at	
the	Columbia	Super	Range	since	1992	where	he	owns	and	operates	
Class	 “A”	Golf.	 	Kevin	works	with	 players	 on	 the	 basics	 of	 grip,	
stance	and	setup	and	wants	his	students	to	understand	basic	“cause	
and	effects”	of	their	own	particular	games.	We	have	a	great	facility	at	
Columbia	Super	Range	that	will	help	students	with	all	facets	of	their	
game	from	video	lessons,	short	game	practice	areas,	full	service	pro-
shop	which	offers	club	fitting	and	repair	to	one	of	the	best	outdoor	

ranges in the area with heated stalls for the cold weather.
He	enjoys	teaching	all	levels	of	players	from	beginners	to	more	advanced.	He	has	worked	with	
many	local	area	juniors	that	have	gone	on	to	play	collegiate	level	Golf.	Currently	he	is	the	Head	
coach	for	the	Jackson	High	School	Girls	Varsity	Golf	team.
	To	book	a	lesson	call	me	at	425-338-2424,	or	visit	our	website,	www.superrange.com.

Columbia Super range, Everett, WA 
Steve Reuhl	–	PGA	Class	A	Head	Professional
Steve	is	a	University	of	Washington	graduate,	class	of	1975,	and	has	
been		a	golf	professional	since	1976.		He	is	a	Class	“A”	member	of	
the	PGA	and	has	been	teaching	at	the	Columbia	Super	Range	since	
1993.		He	enjoys	working	with	golfers	of	all	abilities.
Steve	believes	in	solid	fundamentals,	a	good	understanding	of	ball	
flight,	and	in	developing	effective	routines.		In	addition	to	our	driving	
range,	we	have	2	indoor	video	studios,	an	outstanding	chipping	and	
putting	area,	and	heated	hitting	stations!
Give	Steve	a	call.		He	would	love	to	help	you	with	your	game.
Half hour private lessons	$50;	series	of	5	lessons	$225.
One hour private lessons	$80;	series	of	5	lessons	$350.
Juniors (17 and under)	half	hour	$40;	series	of	5	lessons	$170.	

To	book	a	lesson	call	me	at	425-338-2424,	or	visit	our	website,	www.superrange.com.	

Columbia Super range, Everett, WA 
Chuck Notestone	–	PGA	Master	Professional
Chuck	 is	 a	 PGA	 Master	 Professional	 (certified	 in	 teaching)	 for	
18years,	an	award	winning	member	of	 the	PGA	for	30	years,	hav-
ing	a	wealth	of	experience	teaching	all	ages	and	skill	levels	to	enjoy	
better	golf	games.	In	the	process	of	helping	you	play	better	golf,	my	
focus	begins	with	the	basic	fundamentals	grip,	set-up	and	swing	mo-
tion.	 	Whether	out	 for	 fun	or	desiring	a	better	number	out	of	your	
golf,	my	goal	is	helping	you	get	there.	Teacher,	coach,	psychologist,	
and	trainer	are	a	few	of	the	hats	I	wear	with	my	students.		Outlining	a	
proper	practice	regimen	for	making	the	changes	more	repeatable	and	
permanent	are	keys	 to	 improving	my	student’s	games.	Having	had	
the	privilege	of	working	with	some	on	the	world’s	most	recognized	

teachers	has	given	me	a	depth	of	knowledge	to	connect	with	a	wide	range	of		golfers.	I	look	for-
ward	to	helping	you	get	better	with	your	golf.		To	book	a	lesson	call	me	at	425-338-2424,	or	visit	
our	website,	www.superrange.com.
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PrEMiEr GOLF CENtErS
Lake Spanaway Golf Course

Bob Emmerson – Teaching Professional
From	the	minute	Bob	picked	up	his	first	golf	club,	he	has	turned	his	
passion	for	the	game	into	a	very	successful	teaching	career	helping	
others	 to	 learn	 and	 improve.	 Bob	 has	 developed	 a	 large	 clientele	
during	 his	 tenure	 at	 Lake	 Spanaway	 and	 has	 created	 a	 style	 of	
instruction	that	puts	the	student	at	ease	and	makes	learning	easy	and	
fun.	Along	with	 teaching	 at	Lake	Spanaway,	Bob	 is	 also	 the	 lead	
instructor	for	the	Pacific	Lutheran	University	Golf	team.	Under	his	
tutelage,	 the	PLU	Golf	 team	has	 risen	 in	 the	 rankings	 from	9th	 in	
the	conference	to	4th	in	three	short	years.	Some	of	Bob’s	student’s	
include	4	out	of	the	last	5	Lake	Spanaway	Men’s	Club	Champions	
as	 well	 as	 numerous	 high	 school,	 college	 and	 junior	 champions.	

Although	Bob	teaches	students	who	play	at	a	high	 level,	his	specialty	 is	 teaching	children	and	
brand	new	players	to	the	game.	
	To	book	a	lesson,	contact	Bob	at	(253)	531-3660	or	bemmerson@premiergc.com.

Fort Steilacoom Golf Course
Shane Prante – Teaching Professional
•	#1	ranked	DII	player	in	NCAA	2004
•	DII	1st	Team	All-American	Saint	Martin’s	University	2004,	2005	
&	2006	
•	2005	USA	vs	Japan	Cup	Team	Member
•	8	Professional	Victories;	including	2013	Northwest	Open	and	
2014	Washington	State	Assistants	Championship	
Shane	 is	 dedicated	 to	 helping	 each	 player	 improve	 in	 their	 areas	
of	weakness,	while	 helping	 them	 build	 on	 their	 current	 strengths.	
He	enjoys	building	a	 rapport	with	 students	and	walking	alongside	
them	in	their	journey	toward	improvement.	If	you	are	interested	in	
booking	a	lesson,	contact	Shane	at	(253)	588-0613	or	

	 	 	 												sprante@premiergc.com.

Twin Rivers Golf Course, Fall City
Erin Szekely –	Class	A	member	of	the	LPGA	Teaching	and	Club	
Professional	Division.	Erin	has	been	a	Class	A	member	of	the	LPGA	
Teaching	and	Club	Professional	Division	since	1996.	Erin	has	given	
thousands	of	lessons	over	the	past	nineteen	years.		
Erin’s	 philosophy	 about	 the	 golf	 swing	 and	 the	 game	 is	 to	 keep	 it	
simple:	 that	 the	swing	 is	 like	any	other	physical	move.	Moves	 that	
we	make	every	day....We	make	it	hard	by	breaking	it	down	into	small	
parts	 instead	of	 staying	with	 the	whole	and	making	 the	swing	be	a	
response	to	what	we	do	with	the	club.	She	follows	the	principles	of	
PGA	and	Hall	of	Fame	member	Manuel	de	la	Torre	and	is	featured	in	
his dvd “Understanding the Golf Swing”. 

Erin	has	an	instructional	dvd	called	‘Golfing with Erin.’ 
   Lesson Rates
Private			(50	minutes)..................$60.00	•	Series	of	4	private	lessons..........	$200.00
Semi-private	(1hr.)	(2	person).....$90.00	•	Semi-private	(1hr.)	(3	person)....$120.00
Semi-private	(1.5	hr)	(4	person)..$150.00

For	more	information	about	Erin	you	can	visit	her	website:	www.GolfingWithErin.com
or	by	phone	at	425-273-4948.	

No matter what your experience level, you can improve your game for 
the rest of your life with proper golf instruction. Whatever your needs 
are, you will benefit from taking quality lessons from an experienced 
professional instructor.

You can view this Teacher 
Special section again on 

www.insidegolfonline.com

Sahalee Country Club, Sammamish, WA
Ryan Benzel – Ryan begins the 2015 golf season as the 
Director of Instruction / Player Development at Sahalee Country Club 
in Sammamish, WA.  Sahalee has first class facilities to improve your 
golf game, including a large grass tee practice range, two putting greens, 
chipping green, and an indoor state-of-the-art teaching studio using 
FlightScope launch monitor and V1 Golf HD Digital Coaching software 
for those poor weather days.  Video analysis is included with each lesson.
Ryan brings his competitive experiences into his instruction. He believes 
that the golf swing is an athletic motion and that a good setup position 
is paramount to success.  Ryan believes “There are many ways to swing a 
golf club, but from the best on the PGA Tour to the members of Sahalee, 
all good shots produce similar motion of the club through impact.” 

Ryan can teach and coach players of all abilities to improve and enjoy the game more.  Contact Ryan 
at 206-683-0025 or visit http:www.sahalee.com.
	 	 •	2012	PNW	PGA	Professional	Champion
	 	 •	3-Time	Pacific	Northwest	PGA	Section	Player	of	the	Year
	 	 •	Competed	in	4	PGA	Championships
	 	 •	2-Time	Member	of	the	United	States	PGA	Cup	Team
	 	 •	Guest	Instructor	on	the	Golf	Channel’s	“The	Golf	Fix”	with	Michael	Breed

Non-Member Lesson Information
            – Single Lesson   $80 (50 minutes) – Series of 3 $225
            – Junior Lesson   $65 (10-17), $55 (9 & under: 30 minutes)
            – Playing Lesson   $175 (9 holes)
            – Annual Lesson Package $1,625 (25 hours of Instruction)
            – Club Fitting     $60



GolfTEC Bellevue
Brett Wilkinson—PGA	Member,	Director	of	Instruction
A	PGA	Member	since	1991,	Brett	has	been	cemented	in	the	PNW	golf	
scene	for	over	25	years.		Earning	the	admiration	of	countless	students,	
he	welcomes	the	challenge	of	helping	golfers	on	all	levels,	abilities	or	
disabilities,	achieve	their	dreams.		Brett	joined	the	GolfTEC	Seattle	
team	in	2008,	after	a	14-year	stint	as	Riverbend	Golf	Complex’s	head	
golf	professional.		His	teaching	credentials	include	overseeing	a	top-10	
worldwide	GolfTEC	improvement	center,	giving	over	26,000	lessons	
and	a	countless	number	of	club	fittings.	He	is	nationally	recognized	
by	GolfTEC	as	one	of	the	few	Select	Instructors	in	the	world,	and	by	
Mizuno	as	a	Top	100	Club	Fitter.		He	has	produced	31	college	scholar-
ship	recipients,	4	All-Americans,	and	10	USGA	National	Championship	

participants.		A	recipient	of	the	PNWPGA	President’s	Plaque	award	for	player	development	and	the	
WWCPGA	Junior	Golf	Leader,	Brett	has	also	been	nominated	seven	times	for	Western	Washington	
PGA’s	Teacher	of	the	Year.

Erin Menath –	LPGA	Class	A	Member,	TPI	Certified
A	Carson	City,	Nev.	native	and	LPGA	member	since	2005,	Erin	has	
instructed	over	10,000	lessons/club-fittings.		She	has	been	honored	
with	Nevada’s	“Best	Of”	awards	5	times,	as	the	best	pro	in	the	Northern	
Nevada	region.	 Prior	to	joining	GolfTEC	in	2011,	she	spent	4	years	
as	Director	of	Instruction	and	Tournament	Director	at	Silver	Oak	Golf	
Club	in	Carson	City.		She	coaches	Nevada	and	Washington	States	top	
juniors,	winners	on	both	the	Pepsi	and	Golf	Channel	tours	as	well	as	
players	of	all	skill	levels.	Her	students	excel	due	to	her	strong	belief	
student	centered	instruction,	the	stressing	of	proper	fundamentals	and	
love	for	teaching	the	game.		She	is	also	an	accomplished	Club	Fitter;	
with	GolfTEC	Bellevue	being	 awarded	 the	Mizuno	Top	100	Club	

Fitter	Award	in	2013.			For	more	information	about	fees	and	instruction	please	visit	GolfTEC.com	
and	see	the	GolfTEC	ad	in	this	issue.

Eric Hambleton – Certified	Personal	Coach/Certified	Personal	
Club	Fitter/TPI	Certified
With	a	wide	range	of	students	and	over	4,500	lessons	taught,	Eric	joined	
the	GolfTEC	Bellevue	team	in	2012.		He	previously	taught	at	Pumpkin	
Ridge	GC,	Seattle	GC,	and	The	Golf	Club	at	Newcastle,	alongside	
several	Top	100	Instructors.	In	2013,	Eric	was	named	a	GolfTEC	Top	
Coach	and	honored	as	a	Mizuno	Top	100	Club	Fitter.	As	a	renowned	
club	fitter,	one	of	Eric’s	primary	focuses	is	matching	his	student	with	
equipment	that	will	maximize	their	potential.	With	several	collegiate,	
top	amateur	and	professional	golfers	as	his	students,	Eric	has	a	proven	
track	 record	 teaching	elite	players.	His	career	 low	round	 is	61	and	
competed	at	the	University	of	Idaho.	Two	time	champion	of	the	Pacific	

Office	Automation	Pro-Am	in	2013	and	2014,	and	placed	3rd	at	the	2014	Mizuno	Worldwide	Pro	
Am in the Professional Division. 

John LeDoux - PGA Class “A” member/Certified Personal 
Coach/Certified Club fitter
John earned his Bachelor’s Degree from North Carolina State 
University; he has been teaching golf since 2004, a PGA Member 
since 2008 and has an enthusiasm for helping others. He was a 
Golf Professional at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort and then Harbour 
Pointe GC, where he was able to develop his passion and approach 
to teaching and club fitting.  John has joined the GolfTEC team 
for its unparalleled technology, learning environment and dedica-
tion to helping students achieve lasting results.  John maximizes 
each individual’s natural abilities with a ground up, start to finish 
approach; focusing on solid fundamentals while understanding 

cause and effect relationships.  For more information about fees and instruction, please visit 
GolfTEC.com and see the GolfTEC ad in this issue.

GolfTEC Lynnwood
David McMillon – PGA	Class	“A”	Member,	Certified	Personal	
Swing	Coach	and	Certified	Club	Fitter
David	learned	to	play	the	game	in	South	Texas.		He	placed	7th	indi-
vidual	in	State	during	High	School	and	played	at	the	college	level	for	
Schreiner	University.		He	also	played	as	an	amateur	in	the	local	state	
events	before	turning	professional	when	he	qualified	for	the	Texas	State	
Open	with	a	69	at	San	Angelo	Country	Club.		David	started	his	teach-
ing	career	at	Riverhill	Country	Club	as	the	1st	Assistant	working	with	
all	level	of	golfers,	including	developing	junior	golf	programs.		Now	
with	GolfTEC	for	2	years,	David	has	taught	over	2,000	lessons	and	is	
certified	club-fitter.		He	is	actively	playing	in	the	Western	Washington	

PGA	and	has	shot	a	career	low	60	and	a	low	tournament	round	of	65.		In	addition	to	his	golf	success,	
David	has	earned	his	1st	degree	Black	Belt	in	Tae	Kwon	Do.		The	key	to	lower	scores	and	play-
ing	your	best	game	is	developing	solid	fundamentals	and	a	versatile	short	game	inside	100	yards.		

ryan Wanamaker –	Certified	Personal	Coach/Certified	Club	
fitter
Before	coming	to	GolfTEC	-	Lynnwood,	Ryan	was	the	1st	Assistant	Golf	
Professional	at	The	Plateau	Club	in	Sammamish,	WA	from	2007-2014.	
Ryan	gave	over	2,000	lessons	at	the	Plateau	Cub,	primarily	focusing	on	
the	junior	golf	program.	Junior	golfers	from	that	program	have	gone
on	to	win	the	WA	State	Open,	and	played	on	the	PGA	Tour.	Ryan	also	
coaches high school golf, and at The First Tee of Seattle

Jonathan Angell	–	Certified	Personal	Coach
	Jonny	is	TPI	Level	1	Certified	and	is	a	Golf	Academy	of	America	
graduate.
His	previous	experience	was	at	Riverbend,	Mirabel	Club	(Scottsdale,	
AZ)	and	most	recently,	Jonny	was	assistant	pro	at	Twin	Lakes	Golf	
&	Country	Club	for	the	last	4	years.	He	has	been	teaching	golf	since	
2011.		Played	tournament	golf	in	AZ	and	has	competed	throughout	
his	career	at	many	levels.		A	very	thorough	analysis	on	all	aspects	of	
your	game	will	be	delivered	at	his	lessons.
Jonny	is	a	Certified	Club	Fitter	with	multiple	manufacturers	
and is also a high school golf coach.

GolfTEC South Lake Union
Nathanel Johnson	–	PGA	Class	“A”	Member/Director	of	
Instruction/Center	Manager
Nate	started	his	career	at	Brentwood	Country	Club	in	Los	Angeles	
where	he	taught	and	was	the	Certified	Personal	Club	Fitter	for	7	
years.	In	2009,	he	joined	GolfTEC	because	he	believes	in	the	teach-
ing	philosophy	and	that	it’s	the	best	form	of	instruction.	He	moved	to	
Seattle	from	Santa	Monica,	CA.	With	his	PGA	training	and	GolfTEC	
teaching	philosophy,	he	is	looking	forward	to	helping	students	
understand	their	swing	and	improve	their	game.	For	more	informa-
tion	about	fees	and	instruction,	please	visit	GolfTEC.com	and	see	the	
GolfTEC	ad	in	this	issue.

Todd Barney – Certified	Personal	Coach/Certified	Personal	Club	
Fitter/Certified	TPI	Instructor
Raised	 in	 Issaquah,	Todd	 followed	his	passion	of	becoming	a	Golf	
Professional.	Graduating	with	high	honors	 in	 the	Professional	Golf	
Management	program	at	the	Professional	Golfers	Career	College	in	
Temecula,	CA,	Todd	pursued	Assistant	Professional	positions	in	both	
Arizona	 and	 Iowa.	 Todd	 started	 as	 GolfTEC	 Seattle’s	 first	 Certi-
fied	 Personal	 Coach	 in	 2007.	 Since	 then	he	has	given	over	10,000	
Lessons	and	Club	Fittings.	 Providing	outstanding	customer	 service	
and	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	swing,	Todd	takes	great	pride	in	
making	sure	each	of	his	students	understand	their	swings.	For	more	
information	about	fees	and	instruction,	please	visit	GolfTEC.com	and	

see	the	GolfTEC	ad	in	this	issue.

Rance Yanabu	 –	 Certified	 Personal	 Coach/Certified	 Personal	
Club	Fitter/	PGA	Member.
A	 native	 of	Honolulu,	HI,	Rance	 has	 been	 a	 PGA	member	 since	
2010.	He	graduated	from	the	University	of	Nevada	-	Las	Vegas	PGA	
program.	He	started	his	career	at	Brentwood	Country	Club	in	Los	
Angeles	where	he	did	club	fittings	and	taught	golf	for	4	years.		He	has	
taught	over	3000	lessons	and	was	part	of	the	GolfTEC	South	Lake	
Union	team	that	received	the	2011	Mizuno	Top	100	Club	Fitter.		His	
career	focus	is	teaching	and	improving	his	student’s	game	so	they	may	
enjoy	playing	the	game	of	golf	with	friends	and	family	for	the	rest	of	
their	lives.	For	more	information	about	fees	please	visit	GolfTEC.
com	and	see	the	GolfTEC	ad	in	this	issue.

GolfTEC Southcenter 
Jordan Cooper – PGA	Member,	Director	of	Instruction,	TPI	Certified

 A	Wenatchee	native,	Jordan	is	a	Class	A	PGA	Member,	Golf	Academy	
of	America	graduate,	and	one	of	the	top	golf	instructors	in	the	state.		He	
utilizes	high-speed	video,	6	degrees	of	freedom	3D	motion-measurement,	
and	the	latest	in	launch	monitor	technology	in	every	session	with	his	
students.		He	has	taught	over	6,500	individual	lessons	and	custom-fit	
hundreds	of	students	for	new	equipment.		Jordan	has	worked	with	club	
champions,	Golf	Channel	Am	Tour	winners,	AJGA	and	WJGA	champions,	
State	high	school	competitors,	USGA	national	championship	participants,	
as	well	as	hundreds	of	weekend	warriors.		He	is	a	Titleist	Performance	
Institute	(TPI)	Certified	Golf	Fitness	Instructor	and	works	closely	with	
an	elite	team	of	medical	and	fitness	professionals	to	help	his	students	

perform	to	their	highest	potential.			Jordan	is	an	Eyeline	Golf	4	Putting	Elements	Certified	Instructor.		
He	is	a	certified	fitter	for	Callaway,	Taylor	Made,	Titleist,	Mizuno	and	PING.		Jordan	is	highly	active	
in	the	Western	Washington	Chapter	of	the	PGA	and	has	spent	countless	hours	seeking	knowledge	
from	many	of	the	top	teachers	in	the	nation.		His	teaching	philosophy	is	to	help	his	students	better	
understand	the	physics	behind	how	their	ball	flight	is	influenced	by	their	swing,	with	an	emphasis	on	
swinging	the	club	within	their	own	unique	physical	abilities	and	limitations.

Matt Crotts – PGA	Class	“A”	member/Certified	Personal	Coach/
Certified	Club	fitter
Matt	Crotts	is	a	graduate	of	the	Professional	Golf	Management	program	
and	a	member	of	the	PGA	of	America	since	2009.		He	has	taught	over	
5,500	lessons	and	given	countless	club	fittings.	 	He	began	his	career	
at	Carolina	Country	Club	 in	Raleigh,	NC	and	most	 recently	was	 the	
First	Assistant	at	The	Golf	Club	at	Newcastle	where	he	ran	numerous	
Corporate	Golf	Clinics	and	worked	with	golfers	of	all	abilities.		Matt	
joined	 the	GolfTEC	Seattle	 team	 in	 2013	 for	 the	 unmatched	 use	 of	
technology	and	dedication	to	the	improvement	of	its	students….all	in	
a	relaxed	environment.		He	believes	in	teaching	to	his	student’s	goals	
and	to	encourage	students	to	swing	within	their	capabilities.		Whether	

it	is	a	large	group	clinic	or	a	private	lesson	Matt	has	the	knowledge	and	expertise	to	take	your	game	
to	the	next	level.			For	more	information	about	fees	and	instruction,	please	visit	GolfTEC.com	and	
see	the	GolfTEC	ad	in	this	issue.

Colin Kriner –	Certified	Personal	Coach/Certified	Club	fitter
A	native	of	Bellevue,	Colin	is	a	graduate	of	Golf	Academy	of	
America.	He	has	given	hundreds	of	lessons	and	group	clinics	at	
4	different	golf	courses	in	the	region:	Echo	Falls	GC,	Harbour	
Pointe	GC,	Redmond	Ridge	GC	and	most	recently	Newcastle	GC.	
Colin	is	a	certified	club	fitter	for	Mizuno,	Callaway,	TaylorMade,	
Titleist,	and	Ping.	He	is	active	in	the	Western	Washington	PGA	
and	enjoys	learning	from	and	playing	with	many	of	the	top	golfers	
in	the	state.	Colin’s	teaching	philosophy	consists	of	helping	his	
students	have	a	better	understanding	of	their	fundamentals	and	
mechanics	in	order	to	play	their	best	golf.
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For contact information see ad on page 16. 

  Whether biginner or advance golfer, GolfTEC in-
structors can improve your game. Whatever your 
needs are, you will benefit from taking quality les-
sons from our experienced professional instructors. 
Visit GolfTEC.com 



Salish Cliffs Golf Club, Shelton, WA
Chris Koch, PGA –	Class	‘A’	PGA	Professional
Chris.Koch@Salish-Cliffs.Com	
Professional	Background:	Class	“A”	member	of	the	PGA	
Graduate	of	Western	Washington	
Playing Accomplishments 
•	Top	10	2014PNW	PGA	Section	Championship
•	Top	25	2013PNW	PGA	Section	Championship
•	1st	Place	2013	WWCPGA	Patriot	Day	Event	
•	2012-13	WWC	Assistant’s	Match	Play	Champion
•	Top	10	2013	Washington	State	Assistant’s	Championship
•	T2	2012	WWC	Pro	Assistant
•	Top	15	2010	Inland	Empire	Chapter	Championship
•	T3	2009	Aloha	Section	Assistant’s	Championship

Previous	employment:	Ko	Olina	Golf	Club,	Oahu,	HI,	Palouse	Ridge	Golf	Club,	Pullman,	
WA,	Trent	Goetz	Golf	School,	Pullman,	WA,Lake	Padden	Golf	Course,	Bellingham,	WA
Teaching	Philosophy:	I	have	been	lucky	to	have	learned	from	top	instructors	including	Jim	Flick,	
Stan	Utley,	putting	guru	Marius	Filmalter	and	PGA	of	America’s	2011	Teacher	of	the	year	Mike	
Malaska.		I	have	used	and	incorporated	their	knowledge	into	my	own	“keep	is	simple”	teaching	
style.		My	goal	is	for	students	to	walk	away	from	a	lesson	knowing	cause	and	effect	and	be	able	to	
work	on	their	own	swing.		

Justin Harvey	–	PGA	Apprentice	Teaching	Professional
Justin	has	been	a	familiar	face	at	Riverbend	for	years.		He	started	
golfing	in	Jr.	High	School	and	has	always	had	a	passion	for	sports,	
especially	the	game	of	golf.		Once	out	of	high	school	he	decided	to	
take	his	passion	for	the	game	to	the	next	level	and	attended	Skagit	
Valley	CC	as	a	member	of	the	golf	team.		Justin	is	now	in	his	6th	
season	at	Riverbend	and	over	that	time	he	has	amassed	multiple	wins	
in	the	Riverbend	Men's	Club	as	well	as	other	local	events.		He	has	
studied	under	all	of	Riverbend's	PGA	instructors	and	has	worked	
as	an	assistant	coach	and	consultant	to	the	Seattle	Christian	High	
School	Team.			Justin's	easy	going	and	friendly	nature	allows	him	
to	work	well	with	players	of	all	ability	levels	but	he	also	takes	his	

students	development	and	progress	seriously.		Justin	has	also	embraced	current	technology	by	
using	"Swing	A'tem"	computer	software	for	swing	analysis.		Justin's	goal	as	your	instructor	
is	to	reduce	strokes	and	improve	overall	play	consistency.		He	has	a	passion	to	help	new	and	
experienced	golfers	improve	and	grow	the	game.		

Riverbend Complex has an 18-hole championship course, 
a 9-hole executive course, 

driving range and merchandise center

Riverbend Golf Complex, Kent
Marti O’Neill	–	PGA	Class	“A”	Member	Head	Professional
Marti	O’Neill	has	been	a	 teaching	professional	at	Riverbend	 for	16	
years	and	a	lifelong	protégé	of	the	Northwest’s	leading	golf	instruc-
tors	and	club	designers.			His	ability	to	distinguish	the	strengths	and	
weaknesses	of	each	individual	and	to	create	an	instructional	regimen	
accordingly	is	second	to	none.		Marti’s	personality,	teaching	diversity	
and	patience	 has	 helped	 elevate	 the	 game	of	 golf	 to	 students	 of	 all	
abilities	with	an	accumulated	12,000	lessons	to	his	credit.	In	2008	he	
was	awarded	 the	Western	Washington	PGA’s	President’s	Plaque	 for	
his	 extraordinary	 and	 exemplary	 contributions	 and	 achievements	 in	
the	area	of	Player	Development.

Lesson Rates
30	Minute	Lesson:	Adults	$50	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$45
1-Hour	lesson:	Adults	$90	•	Juniors	(under	17)		$80
Series	of	4-30	minute	lessons:	Adults	$180	•	Juniors	$160

For	information	on	playing	lessons,	semi-private	and	group	lessons	call	253-859-4000.

Jon Shabel	–	PGA	Apprentice	Teaching	Professional
Jon	Shabel	started	his	golf	education	working	at	the	Riverbend	Driv-
ing	Range	in	2002	and	also	at	Auburn	Golf	Course.		Jon	is	currently	
in	his	third	year	of	the	PGA	education	program.		This	is	his	6th	year	
assisting	at	Riverbend	where	he	has	been	honing	his	skills	in	the	area	
of	club-fitting.		Upon	seeking	his	membership	into	the	PGA,	Jon	has	
proved	to	be	a	great	addition	in	assisting	with	the	complex’s	produc-
tion	of	junior	camps.		In	2009	he	was	offered	a	position	as	an	assistant	
instructor	 to	 the	First	Tee	of	Greater	Seattle.	 	 Jon	has	an	extensive	
knowledge	of	golf	swing	fundamentals,	golf	fitness	and	club	fitting	
which	fosters	a	great	approach	to	learning	the	game	at	any	skill	level	
especially	with	his	friendly	attitude.		

Lesson Rates
30	Minute	Lesson:	Adults	$50	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$45
1-Hour	lesson:	Adults	$90	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$80
Series	of	4-30	minute	lessons:	Adults	$180	•	Juniors	$160

For	information	on	playing	lessons,	semi-private	and	group	lessons	call	253-859-4000.

Eric Hinrichs – PGA		Class	A		Professional
Eric	Hinrichs	is	a	familiar	face	after	spending	the	majority	of	his	youth	
playing	golf	with	his	father,	an	accomplished	amateur	golfer,	at	Riv-
erbend.	 	After	setting	almost	every	golf	 record	at	Thomas	Jefferson	
High	School	and	winning	his	share	of	regional	events,	Eric	decided	
to	become	a	golf	professional	at	an	early	age.		For	8	years,	Eric	has	
helped	run	Riverbend’s	18-hole	golf	course	and	he	has	also	helped	co-
ordinate	Riverbend’s	junior	golf	camps,	clinics	and	tournaments.		Eric	
has	ascertained	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	golf	swing,	becoming	
one	of	the	top	left-handed	players	in	the	section	and	has	assisted	many	
high	school	and	college	players	throughout	their	early	careers.		As	a	
result	of	his	abilities,	Josh	Immordino	secured	Eric	as	his	caddie	when	

he	qualified	as	an	alternate	for	the	2008	U.S.	Open	Championship.		Eric’s	disposition	and	willing-
ness	make	him	a	perfect	fit	for	all	your	instructional	needs.

Lesson Rates
30	Minute	Lesson:	Adults	$50	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$45
1-Hour	lesson:	Adults	$90	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$80
Series	of	4-30	minute	lessons:	Adults	$180	•	Juniors	$160

For	information	on	playing	lessons,	semi-private	and	group	lessons	call	253-859-4000.

Josh Immordino	–	PGA	Class	A	Member	Professional
Josh	Immordino	has	been	a	standout	golfer	in	the	Pacific	Northwest	
ever	since	his	years	as	a	 junior.	 	After	setting	almost	every	golf	re-
cord	at	Kentwood	High	School,	Josh	continued	his	golfing	prowess	
at	Western	Washington	 University	 where	 he	 finished	 as	 a	 3-Time	
All	American.		Josh	captured	the	Seattle	Amateur	Title,	representing	
Washington	in	 the	USGA	State	Team	Championship,	qualifying	for	
the	prestigious	Hudson	Cup	Matches	and	in	2006	capturing	the	ex-
clusive	Washington	State	Open	Title.		He	turned	professional	shortly	
after	his	win	and	followed	that	up	with	a	win	at	the	2007	Oregon	State	
Open,	a	qualification	 into	 the	2008	U.S.	Open	Championship	as	an	
alternate	and	a	2009	win	at	the	Pacific	Northwest	PGA	Pro-Assistants	

Championship.		He	brings	a	great	understanding	of	the	game	of	golf	to	players	of	every	age	and	
ability,	especially	junior	golfers.		His	patience,	demeanor	and	personal	experience	make	him	a	per-
fect	fit	for	educating	our	local	youth.										

   Lesson Rates
30	Minute	Lesson:	Adults	$50	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$45
1-Hour	lesson:	Adults	$90	•	Juniors	(under	17)	$80
Series	of	4-30	minute	lessons:	Adults	$180	•	Juniors	$160

For	information	on	playing	lessons,	semi-private	and	group	lessons	call	253-859-4000.
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Bear Creek Learning and Fitting Center
JD Cline	–	Class	A	PGA	Professional
JD	is	the	owner	operator	of	the	Bear	Creek	Learning	and	Fitting	Center,	
located	at	the	Bear	Creek	Country	Club	in	Woodinville,	WA.		JD	has	
been	personally	trained	by	Jim	McLean,	and	is	the	only	Certified	Jim	
McLean	Master	Instructor	in	Washington.		“	In	the	eight	years		I	have	
spent	at		Bear	Creek,	I’ve	given	literally	thousands	of	golf	lessons	to	
all	stripes	of	golfers	from	beginner	to	tour	player	with	great	results.		
Myself	and	Bryan	Stevens,	here	at	BCLFC have achieved K Vest	Level	
two	Certification	and	we	believe	K Vest	training	to	be	the	newest,	best	
and	most	efficient	way	to	teach	the	proper	body	sequence	in	your	golf	
swing.		I	believe	that	you	can	affect	positive	changes	in	your	golf	swing	
quickly	by	addressing		Grip, Posture, Set-up and Alignment, or as 

Jim	McLean	would	say	“Be Brilliant on the Basics.”   
We	utilize	Flightscope	launch	monitor	technology,	in	addition	to	the	V1 Golf		video	system,	to	provide	
video	email	follow	up.			Paired	with	the	latest	in	3D	imagery	provided	by	K Vest	we	shorten	your	
learning	curve	and	ultimately	lower	your	scores.		It is NOT necessary  to be a Bear Creek Member to 
take advantage of this state of the art technology.   WEB www.jdlinegolf.com or call 425 231 4337.

Learning the basic setup is essential and nothing aids learning as much as a hands-on lesson.

Bear Creek County Club, Woodinville, WA
Bryan Steven s– Bryan	has	a	strong	passion	for	teaching,	coach-
ing	and	playing	the	game.		As	a	long	time	tournament	player	and	
student	of	the	swing,	he	is	able	to	bring	both	the	art	and	science	of	
teaching	the	game	to	his	students.		Bryan	teaches	sound	fundamen-
tals,	body	mechanics	and	swing	sequencing.		He	also	teaches	proper	
club	metrics	and	ball	flight	laws	using	a	launch	monitor.	Some	of	his	
credentials	include	K-Vest	Level	2	Certified,	TPI	Level	1	and	TPI	
Level	2	Certified	Junior	Coach	and	is	a	Titleist	Certified	Club	Fitter.
	Bryan	is	also	the	Head	Men’s	and	Women’s	Golf	Coach	at	
Bellevue	College	and	works	with	many	of	the	area’s	top	high	
school	and	collegiate	players.		Bryan	and	JD	Cline	run	the	highly	
successful	Bear	Creek	Jr.	Academy,	where	aspiring	juniors	are	

prepared	for	tournament	level	competition	and	collegiate	golf.	
Individual	full	swing,	short	game,	and	K-Vest	lessons	are	available	as	well	as	monthly	
coaching	programs.	To	find	out	more	go	to	www.bryanstevensgolf.com		Bryan	can	also	be	
contacted	at	206-619-4575	or	bks105@gmail.com.	



twin Lakes Golf & C C, Federal Way
Kris Runge –	PGA	Head	Professional
Twin	Lakes	CC
PGA	Member	
Teaching	philosophy:		Anybody	who	has	played	golf	knows	how	diffi-
cult	and	complicated	the	game	can	be	at	times.		This	idea	of	complex-
ity	takes	on	a	whole	new	meaning	when	taking	lessons.		I	attempt	to	
keep	the	lesson	simple	by	focusing	on	set-up	and	the	impact	that	has	
on	swing	plan	and	swing	path	and	how	these	areas	effect	the	flight	of	
the	golf	ball.		See	how	simple	that	sounds?
If	 this	has	peeked	your	curiosity,	 for	$45,	we	can	 talk	about	 this	 in	
more	detail	for	45	minutes.	
I	can	be	contacted	at	Twin	Lakes	pro	shop:	253-838-0345.

Nate Smith – Assistant Pro
Nate	is	entering	his	fourth	year	at	Twin	Lakes	Golf	and	Country	
Club	in	Federal	Way.	He	is	just	beginning	his	teaching	career	and	
comes	with	a	youthful	enthusiasm	about	working	with	people	
of	all	ages	and	all	abilities.	He	enjoys	working	with	juniors	and	
golfers	who	are	relatively	new	to	the	game	and	looking	to	expand	
their	performance.	Nate’s	main	goal	is	to	teach	sound,	simple	
fundamentals	that	lead	to	the	development	of	a	solid	all-around	
game	from	tee	to	green.	He	also	helps	with	the	mental	aspect	and	
ways	to	keep	thoughts	under	control.	Nate	played	for	Green	River	
Community	College	and	is	excited	about	beginning	his	career	in	
the	PGA	Northwest	Section.	Call	253.838.0354	for	information.
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tri Mountain Golf Course, ridgefield
Harold Bluestein	–	PGA	Instructor
Cell	phone:	(541)	490-7999,	email:hbluestein36@hotmail.com,
website:	haroldbluestein.com
A	professional	for	more	than	30	years	Harold	understands	that	every
student	is	different	and	lessons	have	to	be	about	the	student	and	not	
about	a	method.	His	commitment	to	introducing	new	players	to	the	
game	resulted	in	the	2009	Pacific	Northwest	PGA	President’s	Award	
for	player	development	and	he	was	honored	with	Oregon Teacher of 
the year nominations in 2007 and 2008 for	his	knowledge	and	dedi-
cation	 to	 instruction.	 	Harold	can	be	heard	co-hosting	“Golf in the 
Northwest”	every	Saturday	morning	8	to	9	on	ESPN 1080 TheFan in 
Portland,	Oregon	(1080	AM	on	your	radio	dial).	Tune	in	for	his	tour	

updates,	insights,	tips	and	interviews	with	golf	celebrities	and	industry	insiders!
Lesson rates:	“Get	Golf	Ready”	series	of	5	group	lessons	for	adults	$99!
Adult	Private	Series	of	5	lessons	$295,	Junior	private	series	of	5	lessons	$195.
Harold	also	offers	group	sessions	through	Clark	Community	College
Contact	Harold	by	phone	or	e-mail	directly	to	get	your	year	and	your	swing	off	to	the	right	start.

Discovery Bay Golf Club, Port Townsend
Daniel Swindler	–		Golf	Professional
Dan	entered	 the	golf	business	 in	2004	as	 the	assistant	golf	profes-
sional	at	Orchard	Hills	Country	Club	and	also	served	as	an	assistant	
at	Gig	Harbor	Golf	Club	and	 the	Cedars	on	Salmon	Creek	before	
returning	to	Port	Townsend	and	Discovery	Bay	Golf	Club.	Dan	be-
lieves	that	the	key	to	golf	is	to	“keep	it	simple”	and	to	focus	on	the	
key	fundamentals	of	the	golf	swing.	The	short	game	is	also	a	main	
focal	point	in	Dan’s	lesson	plans,	“your	play	from	inside	100	yards	
can	make	or	break	your	round.”	practice	is	key.
           Private lessons -	$45.00	per	lesson	(45	min.)
	 	 Series	of	four-	$140.00	
	 	 Junior	lessons-	$20.00	per	lesson	(30	min)
Friday	ladies	clinics-	$10.00	per	person	(starting	first	Friday	in	June)

For	more	information	or	to	book	a	lesson	please	contact	Dan	at	(360)	385-0704	0r	(360)	774-0973

Skyridge Golf Course, Sequim
Kelly O’Mera	–	PGA	Teaching	Professional	–	360-460-6335.
I	 have	 been	 the	 PGA	 teaching	 professional	 at	 Skyridge	 GC	 in	
Sequim	for	the	past	9	years.	
I	am	a	Certified	Ping	Club	Fitter,	and	winner	of	Pings	regional	Fitter	
of	the	Year	award.	Was	seen	on	KSTW	tv	for	many	years	as	the	Golf	
Doctor. 
I	have	28	years	experience	teaching	in	the	Northwest	at	some	great	
clubs	including	Glendale	and	Tacoma	CC.	
Can	 be	 contacted	 or	 followed	 on	 Facebook	 or	 Twitter.	 360-460-
6335.
Please call or email me at komeragolf@gmail.com for lesson or 
fitting	pricing.	

	 	 												Senior	and	Junior	discounts	available.

Pro Golf Discount, Southcenter
Jim Bennett –	PGA	member	with	30+	years	experience	and	the	
Golf Digest	#5	Teachers	in	Washington	2013.
After	 having	 taught	 at	 Southcenter	Golf	 for	 15	 years	 Jim	Bennett	
has	moved	down	 the	 street	 to	 the	New	Pro	Golf	Discount	 store	 in	
Southcenter,	17305	Southcenter	Parkway	across	from	Red	Robin.	“It	
has	 been	 a	 fantastic	 fit	 for	me	 to	 continue	my	 relationships	 in	 the	
Southcenter	area.”	
The	new	technology	with	the	Pro	Golf	Theatre,	state	of	the	art	launch	
monitor,	simulator,	and	video	equipment	makes	it	easy	helping	stu-
dents	with	their	game,	and	club	fitting.	“I	have	all	the	tools	to	help	ev-
ery	level	of	golfer,	with	every	aspect	of	their	game.”	With	the	ability	

to	give	putting,	pitching,	and	chipping	lessons	it	makes	the	indoor	experience	complete.	Coming	
into	this	time	of	year	it’s	going	to	be	great	to	be	inside	out	of	the	weather.”
Jim	has	been	teaching	for	30	years	and	still	enjoys	helping	all	levels	of	golfers.	Come	down	to	Pro	
Golf	and	check	out	the	new	digs,	and	start	working	on	your	game	now,	so	when	spring	comes,	you	
are	ready	to	go!	You	can	contact	Jim	at	(206)	431-0100.

Horseshoe Lake Golf Course, Port Orchard
Fil Falcon	–	Head	Pro	Horseshoe	Lake	Golf	Course
I	am	a	firm	believer	in	teaching	the	golf	swing	from	the	ground	up.	
If	you	have	a	solid	foundation	 the	swing	will	come	naturally.	As	a	
teacher	I	try	not	to	overwhelm	my	students.	I	achieve	this	by	drills	
and	correct	repetition.	Unlike	many	golf	instructors,	I	do	not	try	to	
force	a	particular	golf	swing	model	on	all	of	my	students.	I	understand	
that	everyone	is	built	differently	and	that	each	person	has	their	own	
personal	preferences.	All	of	my	lessons	are	custom	built	based	on	the	
swing	style	and	swing	plane	of	the	student.
I	offer	Swing	Video	Analysis	lessons,	Chipping	&	Pitching	lessons	
and	Putting	lessons.
Pricing: Couple Lesson	-	1	hour	–	$90,	Group lesson	-	1	hour	–	$60	

($20	each),	4-Hole Playing lesson	-	1	hour	–	$40,	9-Hole Playing lesson -	2	hours	–	$65.	Junior	
lesson	–	$40.
I	can	be	reached	at	253-228-6740	or	you	can	check	out	www.hlgolf.com/lessons/	or	www.hlgolf.
com/lessons/junior-clinic/

RoboGolfPro, AimPoint, Seattle
Jeff	Shaw	is	a	PGA	Golf	Professional	and	has	been	teaching	all	
aspects	of	golf	for	over	25	years.	
Jeff	is	the	Director	of	Instruction	at	TourBond	Golf	Academy,	
Seattle.	Jeff	is	a	Senior	Instructor	with	AimPoint	green	
reading,	and	has	the	only	Robotic	Swing	Trainer	in	the	Pacific	
Northwest.	Feel	what	the	pros	feel	instantly.	Train	perfect	
muscle	memory	and	stop	guessing.	
Jeff	has	taught	beginners	to	advanced	players,	college	players	
to	college	coaches,	tour	caddies	to	tour	players,	professional	
athletes	and	celebrities.	
Jeff’s	website	is	www.northwestgolfinstruction.com. 

Meadow Park Golf Course, Tacoma
Erik Haag – PGA Head Golf Professional
Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	-	Tacoma	(253)	473-3033
erikh@tacomaparks.com
	 •	PGA	Certified	Golf	Professional
				•	Professional	Golf	Association	of	America	(Member)
				•	Experienced	in	Adult	&	Junior	player	development	programs
				•	Former	instructor	of	the	Palm	Springs	Japanese	Golf	Academy
				•	WWC	PGA	Junior	Golf	Committee	Member
				•	WWC	PGA	Golf	In	Schools	Instructor
				•	Active	in	PGA-	Pro	AM	series
				•	Continuous	lesson	education	provided	by	the	PGA	of	America
					•	Golf	Management	Degree	from	the	College	of	the	Desert	in	

Palm Desert, CA.  
Erik	turned	golf	professional	in	1995	and	has	been	with	Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	since	July	
2008.	Erik provides a state of the art lesson, junior golf & club fitting programs which provides 
multiple levels of services for golfers of all ages.  

Rick Giroux – PGA Golf Professional
Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	–	Tacoma	(253)	473-3033
gyrotalent@yahoo.com.
•	Experienced	Golf	Clinician
•	Experienced	Instructor	at	college	and	high	school	level
•	Active	in	PGA	-	Pro	Am	series
•	Continuous	lesson	education	provided	by	the	PGA	of	America
		WWB/VA	Hospital	Clinician	and	Volunteer
•	Four-time	Hagen	Cup	Team	Member
Rich	has	been	involved	in	the	golf	industry	for	over	30	years.	
His	prior	experience	included	The	Classic	Club	(Head	Golf	
Professional),	Twin	Lakes	Golf	&	CC	and	University	Golf	

Course.	Rick	provides	individual,	state	of	the	art	instruction	with	a	common	sense	touch	for	
fundamentals.	Beginners	and	juniors	will	benefit	from	Rick’s	simple	teaching	methods.

Joseph Kim – Teaching Professional
Experience	and	Achievements:
	 •	Graduate	of	Clover	Park	High	School	-	1979
	 •	University	of	Washington	-	1984
	 •	WPGA	Teaching	Professional	since	2004
	 •	Attended	Mike	Bender	Golf	Academy	-	2004
	 •	Instructor	at	Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	since	2005
	 •	Low	Career	Round	-	65	(-7)	at	Tumwater	GC
	 •	Participant	in	PGA	Pro-Member	Series	in	2010	and	2011
A	lifetime	golfer	and	student	of	the	game,	Joseph	has	been	a	golf	
professional	since	2004	and	has	been	withMeadow	Park	Golf	
Course	since	2005.
You	will	walk	away	from	each	session	with	a	clear	

understanding	of	how	to	make	easy	improvement	to	your	all-around	golf	game.	Joseph	can	
be	contacted	at:		nwkga1991@gmail.com.

Doug Gullikson – PGA Professional
Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	–	Tacoma	(253)	304-1751
Golf	professional	since	1982,	with	a	passion	to	help	others	in	all	
aspects	of	the	game	of	golf!	
As	club	professionals	we	wear	many	hats	in	our	jobs,	I’ve	always	
had	the	passion	to	teach	this	great	game.	My	philosophy	is	to	be	as	
simple	as	possible!		We	all	know	how	hard	the	game	is,	I	work	hard	
to	keep	it	SIMPLE!	
I	work	with	all	abilities	and	make	sure	that	my	students	have	fun	
and	always	striving	to	“stay	in	the	moment!”
My	own	success	as	a	golfer	has	kept	me	always	believing	that	
someday	I’d	play	at	a	level	that	I	felt	that	I	could	play!		I	had	a	

break	through	last	October	winning	our	Western	Washington	Chapter	Senior	Championship!	
Please	give	me	a	call	and	let’s	unlock	your	potential	in	your	golf	game!
To	arrange	an	appointment	call:	253-304-1751	or	e-mail	at:	gulliksongolf@comcast.net



Semiahmoo Resort, Blaine
Jeff Coston	–	The	Jeff	Coston	Golf	Academy	officially	opened	
at	the	beautiful	Semiahmoo	Resort	in	1994	and	has	been	there	since.	
Prior	to	Jeff’s	20	years	at	the	resort,	he	played	the	PGA	Tour	and	was	
a	winner	on	the	Nationwide	Tour.		
Jeff	 is	a 20-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year, the 
2014 Western Washington Chapter teacher of the Year. 	He	 is	
also	the	all	time	major	tournament	winner	in	Pacific	Northwest	golf	
history.	
Jeff qualified for and is exempt on the Champions tour for 2015. 
Jeff	also	taught	the	2014	Pacific	NW	PGA	Player	of	the	Year,	Senior	
Player	of	the	Year	and	Assistant	Player	of	the	Year.	(I’m	sure	it	has	
never	been	done	before).

Mike	Bender	the	2009	National	PGA	Teacher	of	the	Year	and	coach	to	Masters	Champion	Zack	
Johnson	and	recent	tour	winner	Jonathon	Byrd	states	“Jeff	is	one	of	the	very	best	instructors	in	
America.”
Jeff’s	hourly	rates	are	$150	per	hour	for	an	adult	and	$100	for	a	junior.		
Your “Inside Golf” Special: bring this ad and you will receive four lessons for $500.		A	$150	
saving.		See	www.jeffcoston.com	for	more	information.
Editor’s note: Jeff was recently inducted into the Pacific NW Hall of Fame.
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The Home Course, DuPont
Dan Harrington – PGA Head Professional 
(253)	964-0520	•	dan.harrington@thehomecourse.com
•	Western	Washington	Chapter	-	PGA	Vice	President	
•	2005,	2011,	2012,	2013	WWC-PGA	-	Junior	Golf	Leader	award	winner.
•	2011	Pacific	Northwest-PGA	Section	-	Junior	Leader	of	the	Year	Award
•	2010	–	to	present,	WJGA	District	3	Director
•	4-Year	Letterman	at	Western	Washington	University
•	PGA	Junior	League	Golf	regional	leader	and	coaching	mentor
•	Active	Participant	in	PGA	Pro-Am	Series	since	1996
A lifetime golfer and student of the game, Dan has been a professional since 
1995 and recently started as Head Golf Professional at The Home Coure in 
January.	His	prior	experiences	at	Bear	Creek	Country	Club,	Sudden	Valley	

Golf	Course,	The	Course	at	Taylor	Creek,	Fairwood	Golf	and	Country	Club,	Meridian	Valley	Country	Club,	
and	Meadow	Park	Golf	Course	have	enabled	Dan	to	continue	his	passion	for	the	game	of	golf	through	PGA	
Player Development and tournament programs. 
You	will	walk	away	from	each	session	with	a	clear	understanding	of	how	to	make	easy	improvements	to	your	
all-around golf game.

The Home Course, DuPont
Brent Hathaway – PGA	-	Director	of	Player	Development
Do	you	want	to	take	your	game	to	the	next	level?	PGA	Professional	
Brent	Hathaway	can	help	you	do	it	with	TrackMan.	Trackman	is	
the	most	accurate	radar	technology,	tracking	the	entire	flight	of	the	
golf	ball.	Brent	can	assess	your	game	by	monitoring	club	delivery	
into	the	ball,	launch	and	ball	flight	data.		He	offers	golf	lessons,	club	
fitting	and	game	improvement	sessions.		
Brent	heads	up	a	range	of	player	development	programs	for	The	
Home	Course	and	the	Washington	State	Golf	Association:	
Get Golf Ready:	Early	player	development	Coaching Club:	For	
golfers	looking	to	take	their	game	to	the	next	level.		
		Junior	Club:	Year-round,	affordable	junior	lessons,	Junior	Camps	

and	a	PGA	Junior	Golf	League.	Brent	also	does	corporate	events	and	private	lessons.
Brent	Hathaway,	PGA	–	Director	of	Player	Development,	PGA	Learning	Center	at	The	Home	
Course	in	Dupont,	WA		•	brent.hathaway@thehomecourse.com	•	Cell	phone:	407-678-8382	
– www.pgacoachingclub.com – www.thehomecourse.com 

Becky Fossum 
 Becky Fossum	–	LPGA	-	Teaching	&	Club	Professional	

- Class A
Cell	253-576-3130
www.BeckyFossumGolf.photomerchant.net
-23	years	of	full	time	teaching	golf	(Washington	&	Southern					 		

  California)
-	Grew	up	in	LakeLand	Village	
-Played	WJGA	10	years
-Played	#1	player	at	WSU	(earned	All	Star	Team	&	All	Team	of	the				

  Decade)
-Played	in	2	LPGA	tour	events
-Taught	at	McCormick	Woods,	Tacoma	Firs,	Madrona	Links,	

Canterwood,	Fircrest,	&	currently	last	9	years	at	Indian	Ridge	Country	Club	(Palm	Desert,	CA)
-Specializing	in	women’s	golf,	junior	golf,	golf	travel,	golf	get-aways
-Take	a	lesson	from	Becky	&	you	will	see	why	golfers	from	all	over	the	Northwest	love	to	work	
with her.
Beckyfossumlpga@yahoo.com	•	www.BeckyFossumGolf.photomerchant.net
Winter:	(Oct-June)	Indian	Ridge	CC	(Palm	Desert,	CA)
Summer:	Call	or	email	me	for	Northwest	location

Bart Turchin –	PGA	Professional
North	Shore	Golf	Course	•	(253)	927-1375	•	1-800-447-1375
	 •	PGA	member	since	1995
	 •	Hudson	Cup	Member	1995
	 •	Played	in	1	PGA	Tour	event
 •	Worked	with	Jim	McClean
 •	Assisted	Marc	Calcavecchia	at	his	golf	clinic
	 •	Assisted	Top	Instructor	Brian	Mogg	at	his	golf	schools
	 •	Worked	extensively	with	juniors
Bart’s	excellent	playing	ability	and	tournament	golf	experience	
make	him	a	great	asset	to	those	looking	to	take	the	next	big	step	in	
their game.

 Dawn Dempsey –	Golf	Instructor
North	Shore	Golf	Course	•	(253)	927-1375	•	1-800-447-1375

Teaching	professional	since	1985
Whether	you	are	a	beginning,	intermediate	or	advanced	golfer	my	
goal	is	to	make	the	game	of	golf	a	more	fun	and	enjoyable	experi-
ence	for	you.

North Shore Golf Course, tacoma 
Dave Wetli – PGA	Head	Golf	Professional	
North	Shore	Golf	Course	•	(253)	927-1375	•	1-800-447-1375

 	 •	PGA	member	since	1992
 	 •	Taught	thousands	of	lessons
 	 •	Worked	extensively	with	juniors
 	 •	Short	game	expert

Comfortable,	easygoing	style
I	have	worked	with	golfers	of	widely	different	ability	levels	and	
enjoy	helping	each	golfer	improve	their	game	and	scores.		I	don’t	
subscribe	to	any	particular	method	but	work	with	each	player	to	fo-
cus	on	what	works	best	for	them.	If	you	are	worried	that	golf	is	too	
complicated	or	that	you	can’t	improve,	I’m	the	instructor	for	you.

Steve Dubsky –	PGA	Teaching	Instructor
Experience	:

 	 	 -	5	years	Sand	Point	Country	Club
 	 	 -	3	years	Meridian	Valley	CC
 	 	 -	12	years	Head	Pro	at	Lake	Spanaway	GC
 	 	 -	12	years	Director	of	Golf	at	Elk	Run	GC

Teaches	all	ages	-	youth	to	elderly
Currently	at	Jade	Greens	GC	&	Driving	Range

 18330	SE	Lake	Holm	Road,	Auburn,	WA	98092
Phone:	253-931-8562	-	253-638-7325

Jade Greens Golf Course, Auburn
Doug Campbell	–	Life	Member	of	the	PGA		–206-883-0355
Doug	played	#1	Man	on	Univ.	of	Wash.	golf	team.	
Played	on	PGA	Tour	1979	-	1982
Played	in	1980	PGA	at	Oak	Hill
Played	in	1984	British	Open	at	St.	Andrews
Played	in	1986	US	Open	at	Shinnecock	Hills
Won	 12	 Professional	 Regional	 Tournaments,	 including	 2	 Oregon	
Opens	and	2	NW	PGAs
8	Hudson	Cups
1	PGA	Cup	Team	(Top	9	US	club	pros	v.s.	Top	9	British	Club	pros)
Head	pro	at	Auburn	Golf	Course	for	21	years	and	worked	3	years	for	
John	Jacobs	Golf	Schools	as	instructor	in	Scottsdale,	AZ.

Doug	enjoys	teaching	golfers	of	all	skills	and	ages.	
 Lesson Packages
	 •	1/2	Hour	Private	lesson	–	$45	
	 •	Series	of	5	lessons	–	$200	

	 	•	1/2	Hour	Junior	–	$35		
	 •	Series	Junior	–	$150

ryan Willey – Golf	Instructor
North	Shore	Golf	Course	•	(253)	927-1375	•	1-800-447-1375

Teaching	professional	since	1997
I	believe	rhythm	and	balance	are	the	keys	to	every	golf	swing.
I	love	working	with	players	at	all	levels	of	the	game	but	I	especially	
enjoy	working	with	juniors	and	I	believe	the	game	should	be	fun.

Don’t start the 2015 golf season with the same old 
problems. Remember the information you take away 
from a professional instructor will stay with you for a 
lifetime and the rewards you will gain are priceless. 
It’s time to take some lessons from a qualified and 
trained golf professional.

Madrona Links, Gig Harbor
Joe Langer –	Head	Professional
One	of	the	friendliest	guys	in	the	business.	Joe	turned	pro	in	2006	
and	worked	at	Riverbend	Golf	Complex	in	Kent,	Wash.,	where	
he	honed	his	skills	for	teaching:	“I	learned	from	some	of	the	best	
teaching	pros	around.”
Coached	high	school	golf	at	Foster	High	School	for	8	years,	where	
I	coached	a	team	and	individual	to	the	state	championship.	Moved	
to	Arizona	and	was	the	head	professional	at	Las	Colinas,	where	my	
focus	was	on	individual		lessons	and	played	on	the	FNGA	Tour.	
I	am	the	head	professional	at	Madrona	Links	in	Gig	Harbor,	Wash.	.	
My	teaching	philosophy	is	to	find	out	what	the	student’s	goals	are	
and	what	they	want	to	accomplish	with	their	game,	and	then	I	keep	

it	as	simple	as	possible	–	as	I	always	say,	“Keep	it	stupid	simple.”	I’m	very	excited	to	focus	more	
on	the	short	game	with	my	students	at	Madrona	Links	with	our	great	chipping	and	putting	areas.
Joe	can	be	reached	for	lessons	at	253-851-5193	or	by	email	at:	joelanger@madronalinks.com	
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Lipoma Firs in Puyallup, Wash. is a 27-hole layout that’s been in the Lipoma family since opening.

 It	all	started	back	in	the	1930’s	when	Tony	Li-
poma	bought	a	huge	parcel	of	land	in	the	Puyallup	
area.	First,	it	was	a	Christmas	tree	farm.	Now,	it	is	
one	of	the	top	27-hole	facilities	in	the	NW.
	 Welcome	to	Lipoma	Firs,	a	facility	with	27	holes	
and	a	facility	that	has	been	owned	and	operated	by	
the	Lipoma	family	since	opening	for	play	in	1988.	
The	property	was	home	to	a	Christmas	Tree	Farm	
business	for	years	and	then	turned	into	a	golf	course	
in	1988	-	expanding	from	18	holes	to	27	holes	in	
1994.	When	Tony	passed	away	in	1995,	he	was	able	
to	see	his	dream	come	true.
	 “He	wanted	a	golf	course	 for	everyone,”	said	
grandson	Tony.	“This	was	not	going	to	be	a	country	
club.”
	 And	the	golf	business	has	turned	out	not	to	only	
be	a	blue-collar	formula	that	works	well,	but	also	
a	family	business.	Grandson	Tony	runs	the	course	

Lipoma family has been serving up some
of the best public golf around  since 1988

along	with	his	38-year-old	brother	Nick.	Tony	runs	
the	business	side	of	the	golf	course	while	Nick	has	
been	 the	 course	 superintendent	 for	 15	 years	 and	
has	helped	the	course	shed	its	original	reputation	
for	having	some	tough	lies	in	the	rough.	
	 Two	things	that	golfers	have	always	liked	about	
Lipoma	Firs:	The	price	and	the	dry	conditions.	The	
course	 charges	 $15	during	 the	week	 and	$25	on	
weekends	 for	 golf	 in	 the	winter	months,	 and	 the	
course	has	been	known	for	years	as	one	of	the	direst	
during	the	winter	months.
	 Lipoma	Firs	has	always	been	one	of	the	busiest	
courses	in	the	Puget	Sound	area	hosting	up	to	40,000	
rounds	a	year.	The	players	come	from	all	over	-	front	
Federal	Way	to	Renton	to	Seattle.	The	Lipoma	Firs	
Restaurant	has	always	brought	in	the	business	for	
breakfast	and	lunch	and	the	Lipoma	Firs	Men’s	Club	
offers	some	of	the	most	popular	events	around.
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Tetherow Golf Club in Bend is ranked 54th on Golf Digest’s list of America’s Greatest Public Courses.

Pacific Northwest golf courses get high 
marks from Golf Digest on national list

Pumpkin Ridge’s Ghost Creek is ranked 67th.

	 Courses	around	the	Pacific	Northwest	fared	
well on Golf Digest’s	recent	list	of	the	top	100	
Greatest	Public	Courses	in	the	country.	The	four	
courses	at	Bandon	Dunes	Resort	lead	the	way	but	
there	are	many	other	courses	from	Washington,	
Oregon and Idaho which received national atten-
tion	in	this	year’s	list.
	 Pacific	Dunes	is	ranked	second	behind	only	
Pebble	Beach	while	Bandon	Dunes	is	seventh,	
Old	Macdonald	12th	and	Bandon	Trails	is	tied	
for	14th.
	 Also	on	 the	 list	 are	Chambers	Bay	 at	 26th	
(the	 course	will	 host	 the	United	 States	Open	
June	 18-21),	 Pronghorn’s	Nicklaus	 course	 at	
33rd,	Sunriver’s	Crosswater	 at	 51st,	Tetherow	
in	Bend	at	54th,	Pumpkin	Ridge’s	Ghost	Creek	
course	at	67th,	the	Coeur	d’Alene	resort	at	88th	
and	Circling	Raven	at	97th.
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American Singles Golf: A chance to
meet the right person on the course

The Home Course in DuPont, Wash,. is one of the host courses for the American Singles Assoc.

	 If	you	are	a	golfer	and	single	the	Seattle	Chap-
ter	 of	 the	American	Singles	Golf	Association	
just	might	be	the	right	place	to	meet	that	perfect	
golfing	companion.
	 An	informational	social/dinner	is	held	on	the	
second	Tuesday	of	each	month	to	get	people	in-
troduced	to	the	organization.	The	Seattle	Chapter	
usually	has	an	event	planned	during	every	week-
end	during	the	summer	months.	Courses	such	as	
Bellevue	Municipal.	The	Cedars	at	Dungeness,	
Snoqualmie	Falls,	The	Home	Course,	Lynnwood	
and	Gold	Mountain	all	will	host	an	event	during	
the	2015	golf	season.
	 The	ASGA	offers	regional	and	inter-chapter	
golf	tournaments	that	provide	a	chance	to	meet	
and	play	with	singles	from	other	areas.	Members	
planning	a	trip	who	are	interested	in	playing	a	

round	of	golf	while	traveling	can	also	check	for	
scheduled	ASGA	golf	events	in	areas	in	which	
they	plan	to	visit.
	 The	ASGA	 is	made	 up	 of	 3,000	members	
across	the	country	in	75	cities.	If	you	are	single		
and	looking	forward	to	some	potential	golf	part-
ners	or	more	then	the	ASGA	just	might	be	what	
you	are	looking	for.
	 There	are	the	local	events	the	Seattle	Chapter	
will	be	putting	on	as	well	as	events	regionally	
and	nationally.	Multi-chapter	golf	weekends	are	
planned	each	year	and	usually	feature	100-300	
golfers	from	various	chapters.	Dues	are	$79	each	
year	to	be	a	member.
	 Ben	Watson	is	the	new	Seattle	Chapter	presi-
dent.	He	can	be	reached	at	206.661.5570	or	see	
www.singlesgolf.com for more information.
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The Lesson Tee: There is still time to
improve your game indoors for 2015
 Happy 2015 to "Inside Golf" readers and 
golf greats in the Pacific Northwest.
 I know we are all practicing and playing in 
the cool and many times damp weather, but 
we are tough and passionate about "the game 
of golf."  Remember, spring is coming quickly 
in the Pacific Northwest.
 Lets talk about a few ways to improve 
"indoors" when we cannot get "outdoors" to 
practice.
 • Number one:  Putting
 Purchase a simple 2x4 about three feet 
long.  Make sure it is straight and smooth.  
Even sand it down while watching "American 
Idol" like me.  Set the heel on the board and 
stroke away; with and without a golf ball.  
Many golfers feel this stroke is too straight 
back and through but most people arc too 
much, especially on a short putt.  
 Most golfers open and close the face too 
much especially on a short putt. You can use 
a putting clip that attaches to the face of the 
putter.  This clip helps control the putter face. 
(See sample at Pelzgolf.com)  
 • Number two:  Impact
 Use your same 2x4 and turn it flat on the 
ground. (photo 1)  Draw a line across the 
board eight inches from the back of the board 
with a marker.  This is how far in front your 
hands and grip need to feel at impact. (photo 
2)  Put a shaft about the plane of your hands 
and eight inches to the right of your hands. 
(photo 2)  This will help shallow the hand path 
and clubshaft on your downswing.
 Now make your downswing and work to 
your impact with shoulders square; hips 45 
degrees open; right arm under; shaft and 
hands ahead; club face square or slightly open 
to the 2x4.  WaLa!  Thirdly, hit the ground!  

Put a piece of plywood 2 1/2 or 3 club heads 
behind where the golfball would be.  Stay 
centered as you make a backswing.  
 Do not sway off the golf ball, just turn.  
Move your hands to where the ball would be 
as you would to the impact 2x4.  Lead with 
your hands moving well in front of where the 
ball would be. Strike the ground several inch-
es in front of the plywood and even slightly in 
front of where the golf ball would be.
 Bam!  Three more practice procedures to 
get better indoors.  I do all three personally.  
You can do these all year.
 P.S.  As you may know I finished third at the 
Champions Tour qualifying tournament.  I'm 
getting better reading these articles!  So I'll 
be playing the Champions Tour this year and 
teaching between tournaments. My articles 
will continue in Inside Golf Newspaper and I 
will be sharing "tips from the tour" and "life on 
the tour."  
 Talk soon.  Coston out.

 Jeff Coston is a 20-time Pacific Northwest PGA 
Player of the Year and now a Champions Tour full-
time member.  He can be reached at Semiahmoo 
Resort by 360.201.4590 or jeffcoston.com.

Photo #1

Photo #2
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Rules of the Game: Remember to use the
term right when you play and say ‘flagstick’

Women’s golf: No
shortage of gifts
for Valentine’s Day
 Guys: let's get the golf women some 
great new golf gear for Valentines Day.
 1) When was the last time you bought 
her a new golf bag? One of my members 
just showed off her beautiful silver  "Cult-
er"... New bag!  The texture is so fun & so 
many golf pockets!
 2) What about a "golf valentines gift 
basket"? Gloves, balls, tees, Headcovers 
& add that favorite chocolate!!
 3) Shoes?  I have yet to meet a golf 
women who doesn't want to show off 
her new golf shoes.  Golf shoes & golf 
gloves are the first purchases for new 
golfers....& those of us women who have 
played forever.... Love shoes too!!!
 Let's get creative this valentines day & 
add a little "golf gifts"...for your women in 
your life.

 Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching 
professional. She can be reached at 
253.576.3130.

 I hear there are all kinds of strict rules 
regarding the pin? What are they?
 The pin???!!! Rules Officials cringe when 
they hear that word. It’s called a “flagstick” 
and it’s covered in Rule 17 – The Flagstick. 
Actually, we Rules Officials aren’t as snobbish 
as we sound. It’s just that “pin” is one of the 
commonly used terms in golf that does not 
appear in the Rules of Golf. (“Sand trap” is 
another one.) 
 Anyway, yes, there are strict Rules gov-
erning the design and use of the flagstick. 
However, there are no specifications as to 
its height, but they are typically 7-8 feet.  
 However, when a green is high on a hill, the 
flagstick might be even higher. In very windy 
climates, such as Scotland and Ireland, they 
are usually short and stubby so they don’t 
break in the wind. 
 Since it’s called a “flagstick,” does that 
mean it has to have a flag on it?
 Interestingly enough, it doesn’t have to 
have anything attached to it, but a flag of 
some type is usually the norm. One of the 
most notable exceptions is the wicker baskets 
atop the flagsticks at Merion.

 • What are other requirements for a flag-
stick? 
 Well, the entire flagstick must be circular in 
cross-section, so that the deflection of a ball 
off the flagstick is consistent from any angle. 
Also, there can’t be any padding or shock-
absorbent material on the flagstick that would 
damp a fast-moving ball that strikes it. And, 
of course, the flagstick must be centered in 
the hole.
 • What about attending a flagstick? 
 There are three ways that a person could 
be deemed to be attending a flagstick. 1) A 
person is standing holding the flagstick while 
it is in the hole, 2) a person could be hold-
ing the flagstick high over the hole (such as 
when the surface of the green is not visible 
to the person making the shot, and 3) (this 
is interesting…) if a person is standing close 

enough to the flagstick to be attending it and 
the player says nothing, he is deemed to be 
attending it. This can potentially have reper-
cussions, which we’ll see in next month’s 
article.
 • When is someone allowed to attend the 
flagstick?
 A player may have someone attend the 
flagstick for him at any time. It doesn’t matter 
how far away the player is or if he’s on or off 
the green. 
 Again, as we’ll see next month, there can 
be problems if the player’s ball strikes the flag 
or the attendant.

 Mike Peluso is a rules official with the USGA, 
PNGA and other organizations. He can be reached 
at mikepeluso@comcast.net for any rules ques-
tions you might have.
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All three of the above players are attending the flagstick. The player on the right is deemed 
to be attending the flagstick if the player who is putting says nothing.
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By Brian Giboney, Special to Inside Golf
	 Welcome	to	the	first	 installment	of	The	Hickory	
Corner	where	we	will	explore	hickory	golf	(golf	with	
pre-1935	equipment)	in	various	degrees,	from	various	
angles,	and	enjoy	some	laughter	as	well.	This	will	be	
about	 the	 people,	 the	 clothing,	 the	 equipment,	 and	
hickory	 tournaments	 for	 those	who	 like	 to	compete	
with	wood	sticks	like	I	do.
	 Becoming	a	hickory	golf	addict	starts	with	the	first	
swing.	Even	though	I	have	been	playing	golf	for	over	
20	years,	my	first	hickory	swing	did	not	 take	place	
until	 January	26,	2014	on	 the	range	at	Lipoma	Firs	
golf	course.	I	had	been	invited	to	play	in	the	Ye	Ole	
Hickory	Meet	Up	Tournament	by	a	good	friend.	At	
first	I	wanted	to	say	"no."	I	really	wanted	to	say	"no."	
	 But	for	one	reason	alone	I	decided	to	give	it	a	try.	
As	a	skydiver	I	have	over	1,000	skydives	and	there	
is	an	old	skydiver	training	motto	that	says	a	skydiver	
is	not	complete	unless	he	or	she	is	able	to	fly	on	their	
back,	on	their	head,	feet	first,	and	then	back	onto	their	
stomach	 to	 open	 their	 parachute	 at	 a	 safe	 altitude.	
That	means	getting	out	of	the	comfort	zone	and	trying	
something	unfamiliar	in	order	to	improve.	Translated	
to	golf,	hickory	was	a	way	to	throw	myself	into	the	
deep	end	of	the	pool	and	see	if	I	could	swim.	Perhaps	
I	could	become	a	more	complete	golfer	by	learning	to	
play	hickory	golf.
	 Typically	in	golf	tournaments	we	are	familiar	with	
our	golf	clubs.	Not	on	this	January	day.	Driving	to	the	
golf	course	I	was	nervous	like	I	was	for	my	first	jump	
from	a	perfectly	good	airplane.	I	had	yet	to	swing	a	
hickory	golf	club	and	here	I	was	going	to	be	playing	
in	a	tournament	with	a	set	of	rented	wood	sticks.	Now	
attending	a	6	hour	ground	school	prior	to	my	first	static	
line	jump	later	that	day	from	3,000	feet	was	nuts	and	
this	hickory	stuff	was	nuts	too!	
	 Typically	my	comfort	zone	with	modern	equipment	
is	a	round	in	the	mid	70's	with	a	couple	of	birdies,	but	
that	was	out	the	window	-	question	was,	how	bad	was	
it	going	to	get?	A	word	on	the	attire	here,	the	normal	
uniform	back	in	the	hickory	era	was	knickers,	a	button	
down shirt and a tie. I had the shirt and tie handled, 

Hickory golf is making a Northwest comeback.

the Hickory Corner: Golfers are finding
that the old equipment is plenty of fun

but	 no	knickers,	 so	 I	wore	 an	old	 pair	 of	 corduroy	
which	also	made	me	nervous.	"Will	I	get	laughed	at	for	
these?"	was	the	thought	all	the	way	to	the	golf	course.	
However,	I	was	able	to	find	an	old	school	paperboy	
hat	at	Ross	for	$7.99	that	would	at	least	fit	in.
	 Upon	 arrival	 to	 the	 course	 I	was	 greeted	 very	
nicely	by	the	other	hickory	players	and	was	handed	
my	rental	set	of	hickories.	Made	my	way	to	the	range	
and	took	my	first	swing...a	bladed	iron	that	barely	got	
off	the	ground.	My	second	shot	was	not	much	better.	
The	third	started	to	get	airborne	and	by	the	end	of	the	
bucket	had	hit	some	good	ones	and	was	having	fun.	A	
lot	of	fun.	The	hickory	wood	shafts	were	much	stronger	
than	I	thought	they	would	be	and	I	learned	by	swinging	
smoothly	at	about	75%	produced	the	best	results.	So	
it	was	off	to	the	first	tee.
	 My	opening	tee	shot	in	my	inaugural	hickory	tour-
nament	was	a	weak	flare	into	the	rough	that	left	me	
with	serious	tree	trouble.	Walking	to	my	ball	I	started	
re-calibrating	my	goals	for	the	day.	"Break	a	hundred"	
was	my	first	thought,	but	dang	that	is	a	big	number	
for	a	2	handicap	player.	Would	I	be	happy	with	that?	
After	a	few	more	hacks,	a	chip,	and	a	couple	of	putts,	
my	opening	double	bogey	got	me	thinking	about	a	95.	
Yeah	I	would	be	a	happy	with	a	95	with	a	canvas	bag	
of	wood	sticks	I	had	never	seen	before	in	my	life.	So	
I	settled	in	and	made	bogey	after	bogey	after	bogey.	
Funny	thing	is	I	was	having	so	much	fun.	I	was	making	
good	bogeys	and	I	was	proud	of	them.	My	first	par	felt	
like	an	eagle	and	I	said	to	myself	"This	might	be	the	
most	fun	I	have	had	on	a	golf	course	and	my	score	is	
awful."	
	 Hickory	golf	is	for	everyone.	We	all	want	to	shoot	
a	good	score,	but	 in	hickory	golf	everyone	is	going	
to	make	bogeys	so	it	lowers	the	expectations	and	the	
emphasis	is	on	the	fun.	There	is	not	enough	space	to	
go	over	every	shot	or	every	hole,	but	I	was	able	to	win	
the	KP	on	the	par	3	11th	hole	with	a	niblick	to	10	feet	
after	a	good	Scottish	bounce.	That	was	the	shot	of	the	
day	and	the	key	to	my	round	of	86.	Was	the	best	86	of	
my	life	and	I	was	hooked.
	 Next	thing	you	know	I	am	on	eBay	buying	hickory	

sticks,	having	a	set	of	custom	knickers	made,	and	going	
to	Goodwill	looking	for	jackets	and	anything	in	tweed	
or	argyle.	Then	I	get	my	13	year	old	son	(Grayson)	into	
it	and	get	him	decked	out	with	a	custom	hickory	bag	
from	Steurer	&	Jacoby,	a	dozen	McIntyre	replica	golf	
balls,	and	a	full	set	of	hickory	clubs	--	some	of	which	
we	pieced	together	from	Don	Mojean's	at	Highland	
Golf	Course	(by	the	Tacoma	Narrows).	The	rest	were	
ordered	from	Louisville	Golf	in	Kentucky.	By	summer	
Grayson	and	I	had	both	broke	80	at	Mill	Creek	Country	
Club	which	was	no	easy	feat.	Clearly	the	hickory	was	
helping	Grayson's	modern	game	and	patience	on	the	
course	as	he	made	the	cut	at	WJGA	State	in	Spokane	
and	finished	Top	5	with	three	nice	rounds	in	the	70's.	
He	added	the	Jackson	Jr's	title	to	his	resume	two	weeks	
later	at	Jackson	Park	and	shot	even	par	72	at	Chambers	
Bay	this	Fall.
	 To	top	off	his	year,	Grayson	won	the	Washington	
State	Hickory	Open	at	The	Home	Course	and	we	are	
headed	to	Dayton,	OH	for	the	United	States	Hickory	
Open	in	July.	From	one	hickory	swing	to	entries	into	
the	national	championship	in	a	matter	of	months	–	the	
hickory	addiction	is	real.
	 Yes,	hickory	golf	can	help	your	modern	game	and	
it	all	starts	with	the	first	swing.	If	you	have	not	made	
yours	yet,	you	will	have	many	opportunities	to	do	so	
in	2015.	
 
	 •	Feb.	8:	Glen	Acres	Country	Club	Jim	Barnes	Cup.
	 •	March	TBA:	Jefferson	Park	Old	Sticks	Hickory	Classic	
(Centennial).
	 •	May	2:	Meadow	Park	3rd	Annual	Vintage	Hickory	Invit.	
(Centennial)
	 •	May	23-24:	Chambers	Bay	“The	Open	before	The	Open”	
Chambers	Bay	Hickory	Open	Cham.	 sponsored	by	Michelob	
Ultra
	 •	July	TBA:	West	Seattle	GC	Crooked	Mashie	Challenge.
	 •	 Sept.	 19:	 Riverbend	 Puget	 Sound	Hickory	Amateur	
Champ.	
	 •	Oct	3:		The	Home	Course	Washington	State	Hickory	Open	
Championship	sponsored	by	Jones	Financial
	 More	details	are	available	at:	http://apnationalgolf-
club.com/hickory.

Special PSgA rate
@ gamble Sands

Puget Sound Golf Association invites NW golfers 
to play Gamble Sands @ special group rates of 
$50 - $75 (walking) on May 15-17. Cart add $25. 
9am - Noon $75 1:30 - 3pm  $50.  Please advise 
time(s) & other courses in May 14 - 18 itinerary - 
PSGA area Lodging - mention PSGA to reserve 
LAKESHORE INN Pateros $129 - (509) 923 
9555 or LAKESIDE LODGE/Suites Chelan $89 
(509) 800 468 2781 

To review entire 2015 PSGA schedule 
including 16 area private clubs visit
nationalgolftours.com  psga link.

Each outing includes an optional  Gross/net 
competition for players with a current WSGA 
GHIN Handicap.
You may register for any event(s) at 
psgagolfer@yahoo.com or call PSGA regional 
office at (206) 226 5332




